THE LINK
OTTAWA-RIDEAU VALLEY PROBUS CLUB
NEWSLETTER
JUNE AND JULY, 2026

NEXT MEETING:

Wednesday
July 8, 2026

Speaker
David Martin

Topic
“Weird, Wacky and Wonderful
Ottawa”

Manotick United Church, 5567
Manotick Main St. Manotick

Coffee/tea and cookies will
be served at 9:15. Cost is
$2.00

Lunch following the
meeting will be on

The Patio at Babbos Cucina,
1160 Beaverwood Rd. (In
the Manotick Mews)

Summer at the lake. Photo J. Bennett

NOTE: THE LINK will not be published in July.
Watch for a notice about the August meeting
late in the month and remember that the
information for the Annual General Meeting
will be sent out at the beginning of August.

Thank you and have a wonderful summer.

Joy Bennett and Paul Anderson
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER

The Probus Nomination Committee is actively looking for a candidate to take on the role of Vice-
President for the coming year. Some of the comments we have received indicate that the work
the Management Committee (MC) does is a mystery. To de-mystify the MC here are a few facts
about our club that newcomers may find interesting.

There are 10 members on the Management Committee. They each have a role in the monthly
affairs of our club. All positions are generally held for one-year terms with acclamation of the
sitting member if no one stands for election in that role.

1. President (Michel Rodrigue) - Hosts the monthly meeting held on the first Wednesday of
every month. He also chairs the monthly Management Committee meeting.

2. Vice-President (Doug Forbes) - The member who holds this position moves to President
after a one-year term.

3. Past-President (Charles Fournier) - As the name implies, the member after serving a one-
year term as President steps aside and takes on the Past-President role.

4. Secretary/Membership (Judy Beltzner) —The secretary of the MC takes the minutes of all
management committee meetings. The Membership Director maintains the
membership list, welcomes new members and deals with other membership issues.

5. Treasurer (Klaus Beltzner) - The Treasurer is responsible for setting the yearly Budget. All
expenses and income, as well as banking are handled by the treasurer. A Balance sheet is
maintained, and a monthly budget report keeps the MC informed.

6. Communication (Joy Bennett) - Newsletters, Bulletins, Emails, Announcements, and even
lunch locations are handled by this position. She also organizes the Christmas luncheon.

7. Webmaster (Paul Anderson) - The webmaster has the task of putting the club’s business
on our website. In addition, he is responsible for the A/V team that our speakers depend
on at all our meeting in the Church.

8. Speakers (lan MacKay) - lan is the Chairperson, of the six-person committee that vets,
invites and supports speakers for each monthly meeting. This committee meets a few
times each year.

9. Events (Judy Rodrigue) - Judy is the Chair of the Events Committee. Currently this
committee has eight members who organize an event or outing each month. These
events include the summer picnic, monthly drinks and appetizers (hosted by club
members in their homes) and the semi- annual drinks and appetizers held at the Church
in April and October.
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10. Archives (Gary Bennett) - The archives consist of two areas. The first, and most talked
about, are the mountain of photographs that are grouped and made available on the
Website and presented in hard copy (on poster boards) at various events. We also have
paper files of the history of our club.

More information about the duties of each of the Management Committee (MC) members can
be found in our Constitution which is available on the website.

Special Invitation

The Management Committee meets monthly on the second Wednesday of the month at 10:00
AM via Zoom. We are usually finished by about 11:30 AM. So that our members can get to
know us better and see first-hand how the Club is managed, we are inviting you to attend
selected MC meetings as spectators. The first open meeting will be on July 15, 2026, at 10 AM.
If you would like to witness the Management Committee in action, please contact our
Webmaster, Paul Anderson, to request a link. Visitors will not have speaking privileges. Please
contact Paul at websupport@probusorv.ca. He will provide you with a Zoom link closer to the

meeting date.

Recently, a friend emailed an essay to me that | thought | would share with you. It was written
by an unknown author who wrote for a targeted audience of people our age. It may make you
smile or cry or both, but it speaks to us of our relevance in this evolving world. Please click on
The Elderly if you would like to read this article.
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PRESENTATIONS

Last Presentation

Arctic Sea Ice and the Franklin Expedition

Our speaker last month was Tom Zagon. Tom is an expert on the Arctic, and especially Arctic
sea ice, and how its patterns control the way vessels navigate the Northwest Passage. He
explained that much can be learned about voyages, such as the Franklin voyage, as we look at
ice patterns in the area. Question period was especially interesting, as members asked about
Canada’s sovereignty of the Arctic, how we plan to control the area in the future and what is
going on under the ice—who is monitoring submarines and who is on those submarines!

Tom Zagon
Photo by Wendy Williams
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Next Presentation

Weird and Wacky Ottawa Stories

In keeping with our tradition of offering a presentation with a distinctly Canadian slant our
speaker in July will be local historian David Martin, speaking about:

“Weird, Wacky and Wonderful Ottawa”

Ottawa is often seen as a city of politicians, bureaucrats, and government buildings—but
beneath that familiar surface lies a far stranger story.

Historian David C. Martin’s talk will explore some of the most unusual, amusing, and
remarkable episodes from the capital's past. Discover the Ottawa astronomer who predicted a
world-ending storm, the charming young socialite who would later become one of the most
notorious figures of the Second World War, the mysterious "air raid" that plunged the city into
darkness, and the secret wartime operation that brought Britain's gold reserves to Ottawa.

Drawing on newspapers, archival records, and forgotten local histories, David’s presentation
will reveal a side of Ottawa that is rarely found in textbooks—one that is by turns bizarre,
humorous, surprising, and genuinely inspiring.

David Martin is an Ottawa-based historian, researcher, and writer specializing in Canadian
history, Indigenous history, genealogy, and cultural heritage. He completed his Bachelor of Arts
(Honours) at Carleton University, his Master of Arts at Dalhousie University, and his doctoral
studies at Queen's University.

David currently serves on the Board of Directors of both the
Historical Society of Ottawa and the Ottawa Jewish Historical
Society, and remains actively involved in public history, heritage
advocacy, and community engagement.

Lunch following the July meeting will be held at Babbos Cucina,
in the Manotick Mews. They have reserved space on the patio
for our group but are ready to accommodate us inside if the
weather is inclement. Mark your calendars and plan to join your Probus friends for a nice
luncheon.
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Looking Forward to August

Restoring Balance Between Wildlife and Human Life, Together

Our August speaker will be Megg Markettos from the Wilder
Institute. She will be talking about wildlife diversity and
populations of animals that are endangered or have gone
extinct. Watch for more information about this presentation in
an e-mail prior to the August meeting.

The Wilder Institute is globally recognized for their species-
specific conservation work across Canada and

internationally. From breeding whooping cranes, head starting
burrowing owls, and propagating endemic plants; to working
alongside communities to support hippo populations, the
Wilder Institute uses both Conservation Translocation and
Community Conservation models to bolster the numbers of at-risk species and create
biodiversity balance in ecosystems. Come learn about the Wilder Canada Action Plan, The
Kinship Program: Wildlife, People, and Place, an indigenous co-led project here in Ontario, and
the upcoming Wilder Voices event, at NAC in November.
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NEWS FROM THE MANAGEMENT TEAM

The Management Committee met on Wednesday, June 10, to discuss matters of importance to
the Club. Here are some highlights:

e Charles Fournier reports that the Nomination Committee remains engaged in identifying
a slate of officers for the 2026-27 year. In particular, we need a Vice-President for the
2026-27 year. This is a three-year commitment: the first year as Vice-President assisting
the President and learning how the club operates; the second year as President and the
third year as Past-President. Should you wish to be considered for nomination as Vice-
President in 2026-27, or should you wish to nominate another member (preferably with
their consent), please contact Charles Fournier, the Chair of the nominating committee
by July 7. Charles can be reached at past president@probusorv.ca.

e Klaus Beltzner reports that the Club is in good financial state. He is working on a budget
for 2026-27 that will be presented to the membership at the AGM on September 2,
2026

e The Annual General Meeting (AGM) will take place on Wednesday, September 2, 2026,
at the regular monthly meeting. All documentation for this meeting will be sent to the
membership at the beginning of August.

e Membership: Judy Beltzner reports that we currently have 204 members with 14 people
on the waiting list.

e Judy reminds you that September is also the time for membership renewal. The annual
fee of S40 per person remains unchanged. Membership payments can be made by e-
transfer to membership@probusorv.ca (the preferred option) or by cheque made out to
Probus ORV. In either case, please indicate in the notes area the name(s) of the
member(s) for whom the payment is being made.

e You can bring your cheque to the meeting but if you would prefer to mail it, please send
a note to membership@probusorv.ca and we will send you the mailing address. If you
are planning to not renew your membership, we would appreciate it if you let us know,
so we don’t follow up with you about payment.

e New Members: A small committee has been organized by Judy Beltzner to discuss how
we can best welcome new members to the club.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Picnic in the Park

Wednesday, JUNE 24, 2026
NOON UNTIL.....

This year, our annual picnic in the park will be held on June 24, 2026, at Claudette Cain Park.

On the premise that what is old, is new again, we are going back to the early days of our
summer picnic in the park and are making it as simple as possible so that every can have the
maximum fun with the minimum of work.

Bring your own picnic lunch (please no wine or beer as we do not have a license) and a folding
chair if you wish. We have rented the gazebo so we will have some shade if it is very hot or
sunny and, of utmost importance, the key to the “executive washrooms” on the site.

Probus will provide chips and small desserts.

There will be a bean bag toss game and a bocce ball game. Organize your teams and get ready
to play.

THERE IS NO NEED TO REGISTER FOR THIS EVENT. JUST COME AND HAVE FUN!!!
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Visit to Gees Bees

July 10, 2026

This event is fully booked
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Farmgate Cider Tour- Arnprior PLEASE NOTE

This tour requires a minimum of
Friday, August 7, 2026 24 paid registrations by July 15 to
10:00 AM - 3:00 PM keep the cost at $78/person. If we

) don't reach that number, the
This tour offers

you a chance to
learn about the
cider making process, to walk through the Farmgate

orchards and to sample some of their excellent products.

event will be cancelled.

Tour departure is at 10am from the Manotick Arena. The
tour at FarmGate will take one hour and includes 4
samplings of your choice. Afterwards, a delicious cheese or

pepperoni pizza lunch (prepared onsite) will be served..
There will be time to shop at the farm stall before returning
to the Manotick Arena by approximately 2:30 PM.

About Farmgate Cider -

B

“Farmgate Cider is a family owned and operated cidery just outside
of Ottawa. Family is at the core of everything we do. We plant,
prune, graft, harvest, crush, bottle, label and sell together. Each
bottle of cider is a testament to this: we won’t sell anything not
worthy of our own dinner table. We also value local and sustainable
agriculture. We don’t use pesticides, hormones, or other chemicals

on our apples. We don’t add sulphites, preservatives, or additives to
our cider. Our bottles are high-quality and reusable. Our samples are
poured into glassware that can be washed and reused. We work with other local businesses as
much as we can. These are values we hold dear. We think it makes the cider taste better.”

Please note that to make this tour viable we need 24 people to sign up with registration and
payment being made by July 15, 2026. Cost is $78.00/person which includes coach, tour, lunch
and samplers (taxes and tips included). Please register at https://probusorv.ca/events-
registration/ for payment and tour details or sign up in person at the July 8 meeting.
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DRINKS AND APPETIZERS:

Bring your own beverage of choice and an appetizer to share and have a lovely Summer Friday
evening.

FRIDAY, June 26, 2026
5-7 P.M.
HOSTED BY
SARAH JONES AND STEVE BUCKLES
Greely

Friday, July 10, 2026
5-7 P.M.
HOSTED BY
SUE AND CHARLES FOURNIER
Greely

FRIDAY, JULY 24, 2020
5-7 P.M.
HOSTED BY
LINDA MILLER-NESBITT
Ottawa

If you would like to attend any of these evening please sign up at:
https://probusorv.ca/events-registration/
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SPOTLIGHT ON

PROBUS BOOK CLUB

Top row, from left: David Pollock, Gina LeCheminant, Claire Poulin-Brooks, Jo-Anne Doherty, Jennifer Howse, Helena Flack, David
Rattray, Dawn Cooper; Bottom row: Odette Macintyre, Carolyn Pollock, Brenda Buchanan, Anna Yates
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The Probus Book Club, one of our many interest groups, meets monthly (every second
Monday from 1-3 pm) in one of the 12 members’ homes for interesting, eclectic
discussions of a selection of books agreed upon at the start of our year (September -
June). David Pollock kindly, and expertly, organizes our meetings and facilitates our
book chats.

There are a few people on a waiting list for a second book club. If others are inspired to
participate in this type of group please reach out to David
at davidpollockj1@gmail.com to be added to the list.

Our members are willing to help another group put the wheels in motion. We feel that 12
is a good maximum number for this type of group - one that meets in members’ homes.
If you like to read and socialize (who doesn’t) this is a great way to spend some time.

OTHER INTEREST GROUPS

Amateur Writers—contact Helena Flack hjflack@rogers.com
Current Affairs—contact Richard Pell richardpell@rogers.com
Euchre—contact Brian Brooks brooksbrian@gmail.com
Striders and Strollers- contact Ken DedJean kdjott@gmail.com
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NEED MORE INFORMATION? WE ARE HERE TO HELP
If you would like more information about our group or any event you’ve read about, please visit
our website at https://www.probusorv.ca/contact.

PARKING AT THE MANOTICK UNITED CHURCH Please, park only in the parking spots on the
sides of the parking lot and not in the center area. There are three handicapped parking spots.
Please display your permit if you park in one of those spots. Additional parking is available in
the Manotick Mews just across the street.

AND FINALLY

SGEY W

Figure 1 The Dog Days of Summer. Millie on a paddle board. Photo: J. Bennett
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