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Figure 1 Spring. Photo by J. Bennett 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

NEXT MEETING: 
Wednesday 

June 3, 2026 

 

Speaker 

Tom Zagon 

Topic 
Ice Conditions Along the 
Northwest Passage: From 

Franklin to the Present Day and 
Beyond 

 

Manotick United Church, 5567 

Manotick Main St. Manotick 

 

 

Coffee/tea and cookies will 

be served at 9:15. Cost is 

$2.00 

Lunch following the 

meeting will be at 

The Heart and Crown Pub 

3161 Strandherd Dr.  
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER  

 

At the May meeting, we enjoyed an excellent presentation by Rita Donovan about the 

RCAF Guinea Pigs, many of whom were burn victims from plane crashes during and 

after the Second World War. It was a fascinating, and moving account of the hardships 

endured by air and ground crews alike. 

  

Presentations like this  raise our profile and help attract new members to our Club, and to  

Probus Clubs across Canada. In 2025, ten new clubs were added nationwide. There are currently 

37,655 members in 257 clubs. Another club was recently established in Orléans, with its first 

meeting held on May 12, 2026.  We certainly wish them well.  

 

This brings me to the main issue. With the recent influx of new members to our  

Ottawa-Rideau Valley  Club, many newcomers are looking for ways to connect with long-time 

members who already have established friendships. To encourage these connections, 

we introduced a unique activity at our Spring Fling. Inspired by the concept of Hygge, 

the activity invited members to socialize in small groups and get to know one another. It 

was remarkably successful, and we hope its positive effect will continue. 

At the May meeting, we also provided sign-up sheets for members interested in joining 

interest groups. 

 

Striders and Strollers gained two new members. 

 

Book Club received enough new sign-ups to launch Book Club 2.  There may be enough interest 

to launch an Amateur Writers group. Current Affairs likely has enough members to form a 

second group. The Dance Group which had struggled due to the lack of a venue, may have 

found a new leader and venue, provided the group remains small.  We also invited members to 

suggest new groups and received a proposal for a Floral Design group and a Garden Group.  

We will continue promoting interest groups as a way for newcomers to meet other members 

while enjoying a favourite pastime. 
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PRESENTATIONS 

Last Presentation   

Rita Donovan gave a fascinating account of the Guinea Pig Club, with particular emphasis on the 
Canadian Guinea Pig Club.  There were 640 Guinea Pigs, 176 of whom were Canadian, the 
largest contingent after the Brits.  The Guinea Pigs were second world war airmen who had 
been burned, maimed and “mashed” and received treatment from a New Zealand plastic 
surgeon, Archibald McIndoe (The Maestro), and a Canadian plastic surgeon from Bowmanville, 
Ross Tilley (The Artist).   Plastic surgery was not widespread at the time, and Dr McIndoe and Dr 
Tilley performed experimental plastic surgery on the Guinea Pigs at the Queen Victoria Hospital 
in East Grimstead, south of London.  They invented techniques and made post-surgical 
advances.  Their approach was holistic, and the men returned to society only when they were 
physically, mentally and emotionally fit.  There were no psychiatrists on the ward, and not one 
of the airmen committed suicide.  In 1944, a Canadian wing of the hospital was opened and 
staffed by Dr Tilley, Canadian surgeons, doctors, nurses and an anaesthetist. 
 
It is an amazing and heart-warming story of camaraderie, science and resilience. 
 

 
Rita Donovan 
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Next Presentation  

Ice Conditions Along the Northwest Passage 

From Franklin to the Present Day and Beyond 

 
Franklin’s vessel became trapped in the sea ice of the Northwest Passage (NWP) 
during the summer of 1846. Yet today, in the 21st century, vessels transit the NWP 
passage on a regular basis. These regular sailings through the NWP are possible not 
only because of changing ice conditions, but also due to other factors such as 
improvements in ice and weather forecasting, satellite communications and navigation 
technology. 
The talk will demonstrate the role our modern understanding of how sea ice patterns shaped 
the Franklin Search. It will also examine how navigation along the NWP has changed from the 
19th century to the present and look at the implications of changing ice conditions for users 

travelling both on and through the ice. 
 
 
Biography 
 
Tom is a geographer. After graduating from the University of 
Waterloo in 1995 he joined the Research and Development section 
of Canarctic Shipping, working mostly on navigation support for 
vessels operating in both Arctic and Antarctic waters, as well as on 
shipping feasibility studies where sea ice is present in the access. In 

2008 Tom joined the Canadian Ice Service (CIS), part of Environment and Climate Change 
Canada, where he is currently acting as Manager of Applied Science – Ice. The mission of CIS is 
to provide timely and accurate information about ice in Canada’s navigable 
waters. Between 2010 and 2016 Tom was a member of the Franklin Search Team that 
successfully located HMS Erebus and HMS Terror. 
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NEWS FROM THE MANAGEMENT TEAM 

 
The Management Committee met on Wednesday,  May 13, 2026, to discuss matters of 
importance to the Club. Here are some highlights: 
 

 
1. Charles Fournier, Past President, reported that the nominating committee met on April 

27 to discuss how best to fill the position of vice president for the coming year.  Several 
candidates were identified and they will be approached over the next weeks. 
 

2. Judy Beltzer, Membership Director has been in touch with new members to get 
feedback from them on their experiences, both good and not-so-good with the club.  
There was some discussion about how we can better integrate and support new 
members within the club. It was decided that Judy will set up a small committee to 
explore ways that we can help to make new members feel welcome.  

 
3. There was some discussion of the possibility of making the membership list, names and 

email addresses available to all members. It would be password protected and members 
could opt out if they do not wish to be included.  We will seek input from other Probus 
Clubs before we move forward. 
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EVENTS 

Past Events 

 Spring Fling 

Held on Friday, April 17, about 90 of our members had an enjoyable evening with delicious food 

and drinks. Brenda Buchanan helped to facilitate small groups so that members would have the 

opportunity to get to know each other.  Hygge (pronounced hue-gah) is a Danish concept 

defined by coziness, warmth and comfortable conviviality.  It would seem that our Spring Fling 

had “hygge” to spare. 

Editor’s Note: Thanks to Wendy Williams for the Spring Fling photos. If you are in one of the 

photos and not identified, we are sorry and it would be most helpful if you would send me your 

information to newsletters@probusorv.ca .  Thank you. Joy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Enjoying the Evening 

Michel Rodrigue, Sue 

Mather,….Anna Yates 

mailto:newsletters@probusorv.ca
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Doug Forbes (Incoming President) 

Michel Rodrigue (President) 

Sue Mather, John Hill, ….. , Doreen 

Hill 
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Loaded Buffet Table 

Judy Collins,Sue Miller,Joan Bowler,John 

Collins,…. 
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Upcoming Events 

Summer is Coming - Picnic in the Park 

 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 24, 2026 

NOON UNTIL….. 
 
 

 
 
 

This year, our annual picnic in the park will be held on June 24, 2026, at the Claudette Cain Park.  

On the premise that what is old, is new again, we are going back to the early days of our 
summer picnic in the park and are making it as simple as possible so that every can have the 

maximum fun with the minimum of work. 
 

Bring your own picnic lunch (please no wine or beer as we do not have a license) and a folding 
chair if you wish.  We have rented  the gazebo so we will have some shade if it is very hot or 

sunny and, of utmost importance, the key to the “executive washrooms” on the site.  
 

Probus will provide chips and small desserts. 
 

There will be a bean bag toss game and a bocce ball game. Organize our teams and get ready to 
play.  

 
THERE IS NO NEED TO REGISTER FOR THIS EVENT. JUST COME AND HAVE FUN!!! 
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DRINKS AND APPETIZERS 

The format for Drinks and Appetizers is that everyone brings their 
own beverage of choice and an appetizer, home made or purchased, 
to share.  The hosts provide glasses, small plates, napkins and 
utensils.  

 
 

Friday, May 29, 2026 
5-7 P.M.  

Hosted by Helen and Paul Pace 
Barrhaven 

 
_____________________________ 

 
Friday June 12, 2026 

5-7 P.M. 
Hosted by Geoff and Lee Ann Smith 

Richmond 
(Special Event) 

THIS WILL BE A WINE TASTING EVENT AND IS LIMITED TO THE FIRST 12 PEOPLE WHO REGISTER.  
 

Geoff Smith is a Sommelier, and he will present “An Introduction to Wine Tasting.” Two red 
wines and 2 white wines will be  offered by the hosts for tasting with Geoff explaining the finer 

points of flavours, aromas and colours. He will share some other wine tips and some wine trivia.  
 
 

 
Friday June 26, 2026 

5-7 PM 
Hosted by Steve Buckles and Sarah Jones 

Greely 
 
 
 

For further information and to register for any of these evenings please visit: 
https://www.probusorv.ca/drinks-and-appetizers-signup/ 

 
  

https://www.probusorv.ca/drinks-and-appetizers-signup/
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MEMBER PHOTO COLLECTIONS 

 
Charles Fournier, Sue Fournier, Andy Bond, Eilen Bond, Jo-Anne Doherty and Dawn Cooper 

 
NOW AVAILABLE ON-LINE (A REMINDER TO HAVE A LOOK) 

We're pleased to announce that an extensive collection of photos from past PROBUS 
gatherings is now available on our website. Over the years, Gary Bennett has assembled an 
archive capturing many of our events and members — with names attached where known 
— making it a great way to revisit memories and put faces to names. 

Accessing the Photo Collection 

To view the collection, follow these steps: 

1. Go to www.probusorv.ca 
2. Click on LOG IN in the top-right corner 
3. Enter the following credentials: 

o User ID: probus-member 
o Password: probus;orv (note the semicolon) 

4. Once logged in, click Members in the navigation menu 

  

https://www.probusorv.ca/
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A Note on Security 

We recognize that sharing a single login with all members is not a long-term solution — but 
this is intentional. We're using this two-month trial period to gauge member interest before 
investing in a more robust system with individual member accounts. 

While there is little personal information on our website, a shared password does carry 
some inherent risk. We therefore ask that you keep these credentials to yourself and not 
share them with anyone outside the membership. We'll be monitoring usage, and reserve 
the right to withdraw access if we see signs of misuse. 

We Want to Hear From You 

This is also an opportunity to learn what our members would value most on the website. 
Would you find any of the following useful? 

• The ability to contact other members 
• Information on volunteer opportunities 
• Something else entirely 

Please share your thoughts by writing to us at websupport@probusorv.ca. Your feedback 
will directly shape how we develop the site going forward. 

Thank you — and we hope you enjoy the photos! 

PROBUS Ottawa – Rideau Valley Management Committee 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:websupport@probusorv.ca
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STRIDERS AND STROLLERS  

One of the Longest Active Groups in our Club 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Striders and Strollers meet every Friday, except for statutory holidays to walk in the area. 
Frequently, some members go for coffee or lunch following the walk.  This group is led by Ken 
DeJean and he is looking for another volunteer to  share the leadership of this group.  If you can 
help, please contact Ken at:  kdjott2@gmail.com 
 
If you would like more information about this group please look for the hand out sheet at our 
next regular monthly meeting on June 3.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:kdjott2@gmail.com
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INTEREST GROUPS 

One of the best parts of PROBUS is discovering others who share your interests. Our Interest 

Groups are member-led and open to all — take a look and get involved! Simply contact the 

group coordinator listed below to express your interest and find out when they next meet.  If 

you have a suggestion for another group, contact Michel Rodrigue. 

 

Interest 
Group 

Membership Coordinator Contact email Meeting 

Amateur 
Writers 

5 Helen Flack hjflack@rogers.com Not meeting 
yet 

Book Club 11+5 new David Pollock davidpollockj1@gmail.com Not scheduled 

Bridge 12 Diane 
McCarthy 

dmccarthy@idl.ca Monday 
9:30-12:00 

Current 
Affairs 

5 Richard Pell richardpell@rogers.com Weekly? 

Dance Group  5 Anna Yates 4annayates@gmail.com This group is 
at capacity 

Euchre  8 Brian Brooks brooksbrian12@gmail.com 3 Wednesdays 
per month at 

9:30 

Striders and 
Strollers 

59 Ken DeJean kdjott@gmail.com Walks every 
Friday 

  

mailto:michelrodrigue67@gmail.com
hjflack@rogers.com
davidpollockj1@gmail.com
mailto:dmccarthy@idl.ca
richardpell@rogers.com
4annayates@gmail.com
brooksbrian12@gmail.com
kdjott@gmail.com
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PROBUS CANADA BULLETIN 

2026 Scholarships open to Children/Grandchildren of Probus members 

 

The 2026 belairdirect Scholarship Program is now open! belairdirect is proud to offer 50 

scholarship opportunities, valued at $1,000 each, to eligible applicants.  

Deadline: June 30, 2026 

To learn more about this exciting opportunity, visit : 

Begin Your Academic Path with belairdirect’s 2026 Scholarship 

 

This scholarship is exclusively for our affinity partners’ members/employees.   Applicants do 

NOT need to be a belairdirect customer to be eligible, they simply need to be a 

member/employee of one of our affinity partners.  PROBUS Canada is an affinity partner 

2025 Scholarship Winners 

Grandchildren of Probus members won 5 of the 50 scholarship opportunities that were offered 

to belairdirect affinity partners.  Three were from Ontario, one from New Brunswick, and one 

from Saskatchewan. 

  

https://www.belairdirect.com/en/scholarship.html
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NON-PROBUS EVENTS 

Artists of Stonebridge 

 

 
 
Dear Friends 
 
Please join us this Spring for the Artists of Stonebridge (AOS) annual Art in the 
Garden event on Saturday, June 6th, from 9:00AM to 1:30PM at 76 Blackshire 
Circle! Our celebration of art coincides with the annual Stonebridge Community Garage 
Sale, making it the perfect opportunity to explore stunning artwork while enjoying the 
neighborhood's event. Enjoy the beautiful garden setting and gorgeous works of art on 
display by our member artists. Don't miss this wonderful opportunity to find unique wall 
art for your favorite space, be it home or office. Coffee will be served!  

 
Event Directions: Take Longfields to Golflinks (at the Golflinks/Cambrian roundabout), 

turn right at Shawglen, then turn right onto Blackshire Circle.  
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 NEED MORE INFORMATION? WE ARE HERE TO HELP  
If you would like more information about our group or any event you’ve read about, please visit 

our website at https://www.probusorv.ca/contact.  
 

 
PARKING AT THE MANOTICK UNITED CHURCH Please,  park only in the parking spots on the 

sides of the parking lot and not in the center area. There are three handicapped parking spots. 
Please display your permit if you park in one of those spots. Additional parking is available in 

the Manotick Mews just across the street. 
 

 

https://www.probusorv.ca/contact

