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NEXT MEETINGS: 
Wednesday 

December 3, 2026 

Noon 

Cedarhill Golf and Country Club 

Christmas Luncheon 

Speaker: Charlotte Gray 

NOTE: THERE IS NO MEETING 

AT THE MANOTICK UNITED 

CHURCH IN DECEMBER 

_______ 

 

Wednesday 

January 7, 2026 

Manotick United Church, 5567 

Manotick Main St. Manotick 

Speaker: 

Debi Lyall 

Honoring Art 

 

 

Coffee/tea and cookies will 

be served at 9:15.  $2.00 

  

 

Welcome New Members! 

• Mary Barr 

• Martin and Sandra Stone 

• Marion Rattray 

• Deborah and Randy Ricketts 

• Anne Robinson 

• Sandy Woods 

• Cynthia Scott 

• Rosalie Todd 

• Dave Church 
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER  

 

As we move further into November, I am reminded of the spirit of community that 
defines our organization. The changing seasons bring new energy to our efforts and 
provide us with opportunities to reflect on our successes and set our sights on future 
goals. 
 
This past month, I have been inspired by the dedication and creativity shown by our 
members. The team that recently assembled the Gimli Glider talk by Captain Bob 
Pearson was an example of what can be accomplished when people mobilize for the 
betterment of a larger group. Over 200 people from the three Ottawa Probus Clubs 
were in attendance. Many thanks to Linda Miller-Nesbitt, Joy Bennett, Richard Pell, 
Greg Scott (our Parking Enforcement Officer), Sue Fournier (and the twelve bakers) and 
the many others who volunteered to help. Captain Pearson was himself an inspiration 
for those of us who are trying to hold onto our youth or our somewhat foggy memory of 
what it was. He, at age 90, spoke strongly, had a vivid recollection of the event, shared 
it with detail that brought it to life and had a wonderful sense of humour. He told me that 
he was within months of being wheelchair bound when he discovered a treatment that 
allowed him improved mobility and with that he hasn’t looked back. Quite a role model 
for those of us struggling with the effects of aging. 
 
Looking ahead, we have several exciting initiatives and activities planned. Dawn Cooper 
has arranged a visit to the House of Commons for Question Period, and Joy Bennett is 
busy planning our Christmas Luncheon at Cedarhill Golf Club. I encourage everyone 
to participate, share feedback, and bring forward suggestions for additional activities. 
Together, we can ensure our organization remains vibrant, welcoming, and responsive 
to the needs of all members. 
 
As always, please remember to check our website and newsletter for the latest 
updates. If you have any questions or wish to connect, don’t hesitate to reach out to me 
or any member of the Management Committee. 
 
Wishing you a wonderful November and a reminder to keep moving everyone! We can’t 
all be Captain Pearson but we can try! Thanks to everyone for being an essential part of 
our community. 
 
Michel Rodrigue 
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PRESENTATIONS 

Last Presentation 

  

 

 

 

 

 

At our meeting on November 5, 2025, Captain Bob Pearson gave a fascinating account of how 

he and his crew on an Air Canada flight from Toronto to Winnipeg ran out of fuel, lost power but 

managed to glide their plane to a safe landing on an unused airstrip in Gimli, Manitoba.  As this 

was a special presentation, our Club was joined by members from both the Clubs in Alta Vista 

and Ottawa West. Everyone had a good time socializing at the coffee party prior to the 

presentation and at lunch afterwards. Thanks to all who contributed to make this event a great 

success. 

 

 

 

 

Captain Bob Pearson 

Photo D. Forbes 

Bernetta Starkey, Probus District 1 Director 
thanking Bob Pearson. Note the model of his 

Air Canada  plane.  
Photo: D. Forbes 
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Next Presentation 

Please see Page 9 for a description of Charlotte Gray’s talk during our Christmas Lunch meeting 

on December 3. 

 

January Presentation  

 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 7, 2026 

DEBI LYALL 

 

Deborah Lyall has spent 40 years  exploring how fine art and 

thoughtful framing can elevate not just the artwork itself, but the 

space in which it lives. 

 

Deborah will share how the right frame and materials will enhance 

colour, protect value and bring a sense of harmony and dimension to 

your home and collections. 

 

Her philosophy is simple yet profound: art deserves to be honoured - 

and framing is part of that respect. Deborah has a broad definition of 

“art”.  Art can be anything, a picture, an object or an artifact that has 

meaning to you.  She believes in preserving that treasure for 

posterity. Deborah is a local artist who works in fabrics (Christmas ornaments) and other media. 

She also vigorously supports other local artists and local charitable causes.  

 

Lunch after the presentation will be a potluck luncheon at the home of Joy and Gary Bennett in 

Stonebridge. If you would like to attend and have a chance to chat with Debi, please contact Joy  

(joywakebennett@gmail.com) and let her know what you would like to bring. There is a limit of 

20 guests at this luncheon.  

 

 

mailto:joywakebennett@gmail.com
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NEWS FROM THE MANAGEMENT TEAM 

 
The Management Committee met on Wednesday, November 12, to discuss matters of 
importance to the Club. Here are some highlights: 
 

• Probus Canada requested input on a possible initiative to secure partnerships with other 
commercial enterprises such as we have with Staples. After some discussion the 
Management Team gave its approval for Probus Canada to pursue this initiative. 

• The Treasurer reported that we have a healthy balance of $12,000. 

• We currently have 193 members.  A few members have not paid for the 2025-26 year 
and Judy Beltzner will be following up with them individually. 
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PAST EVENTS 

 

On October 24 the Events Committee hosted 

drinks and appetizers at the Manotick United 

Church.  This Fall Fling was attended by over 50 

members and everyone enjoyed a glass of wine 

and shared delicious appetizers and sweets.  
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UPCOMING EVENTS  

Ottawa Humane Society 

  

 

 

 

 

 

“BEHIND THE SCENES TOUR" of the Ottawa Humane Society.    
 

Wednesday, January 21, 2026 
10-11:30am 

245 West Hunt Club Road, Ottawa 
 
 

Ever wonder what goes into “adopting” a pet from the Humane Society? Know someone who 
has done this? Here’s your chance to find out! 
 
This private tour includes the front of the house, where adoptable animals are able to be 
viewed, as well as the “Behind The Scenes” section. There we’ll learn what the Adoption Teams 
and Lost & Found staff do. We’ll also hear how they intake animals and get them ready for 
adoption as well as see their own on-site Vet Clinic section.  
 
There is a maximum of 15 people for this event with a charge of $5.00 per person. Details of 
payment will be sent to you once confirmed for the event.  There will be a sign up sheet at the 
Christmas Luncheon or register on the website at https://probusorv.ca/events-registration/.   
 
Lunch reservations are at 12:00 PM and will be held a short drive away at Moxies Restaurant at 
their Hunt Club location - 3967 Riverside Drive, Ottawa. 
 
There is free parking at both locations. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://probusorv.ca/events-registration/


  
 

Probus Ottawa – Rideau Valley Newsletter 
THE LINK 

November 2025 
Part II 

 

 

Page 9 
   
 

Christmas Luncheon 

 

  
 

 

CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON 

(RESERVE YOUR PLACE ONLY UNTIL NOV. 21) 

https://probusorv.ca/events-registration/ 

 

Wednesday, December 3, 2025 

at 

12:00 PM 

 

THE CEDARHILL GOLF AND COUNTRY CLUB 

56 Cedarhill Drive, Nepean K2R 1E5  

 

This will also be our regular monthly meeting.  The speaker will be Charlotte Gray, 

 bestselling author of Passionate Mothers, Powerful Sons:  

The Lives of Jennie Jerome Churchill and Sara Delano Roosevelt. 

 

This year the luncheon will be a buffet which will include roast turkey, salmon, pasta with 

marinara sauce, vegetables, salad, coffee or tea dessert.  The price this year is $57.00 per 

person which includes a chance to win one of 3 fabulous door prizes. Payment may be made by 

e-transfer to treasurer@probusorv.ca or by cheque made out to PROBUS ORV and mailed to 

https://probusorv.ca/events-registration/
mailto:treasurer@probusorv.ca
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Joy Bennett, 431 Kilmarnock Way, Nepean K2J 0M5. The firm deadline to book your place for 

the Christmas lunch is Friday, November 21, 2025. 

Come early and visit with friends.  The cash bar will be open at 11:30. Charlotte Gray’s 

presentation will begin at about 1:15.  If you are unable to attend the luncheon but would like 

to hear the presentation, please let me know so that I can arrange for seats for you. 

(joywakebenett@gmail.com). 

A professional photographer will be with us to take candid shots and shots of each table for our 

Probus Archives.  

MORE ABOUT CHARLOTTE GRAY: 

 

Figure 1Charlotte Gray Photo by Michelle Valberg 

 

She will describe how Jennie Jerome Churchill and Sara Delano Roosevelt helped shape their 
sons, who would become two of the most important statesmen of the twentieth century. 
Winston Churchill and Franklin Roosevelt were raised very differently on two different 
continents, yet both achieved a greatness that owed much to their mothers’ personalities. 
 
Charlotte Gray is one of Canada’s best-known non-fiction writers. The author of twelve 
bestsellers of biography and history, she was born in England, graduated from Oxford 
University and came to Canada in 1979. Her award-winning books include Sisters in the 
Wilderness, The Promise of Canada and The Massey Murder. An adjunct research professor at 
Carleton University, she is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada and a member of the Order 
of Canada. She writes for many publications, including The Globe and Mail and the Wall Street 
Journal and frequently appears on television and radio. She lives in Ottawa. 

 

mailto:joywakebenett@gmail.com
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DRINKS AND APPETIZERS 

 
 

AN EARLY HOLIDAY CELEBRATION! 
 

Friday, December 19, 2025 
5-7 p.m.  

Hosted by 
Sue and Charles Fournier 
At their home in Greely 

Please click the link below to sign up or look for the sign-up sheet at the Christmas Luncheon. 
  
 
 

https://www.probusorv.ca/drinks-and-appetizers-signup/  

 
We especially need hosts for January 2026 onwards. If you would like to host drinks and 
appetizers or would like more information, please contact drinksandapps@probusorv.ca     

Drinks and Appetizers is entertaining made simple: just put out some glasses, napkins and small 
plates (plastic or paper from the Dollar Store is fine) your guests bring their own beverages and 
appetizers to share. No one goes home hungry!! This is a good way to get to know other club 

members and to have a very enjoyable  Friday evening. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.probusorv.ca/drinks-and-appetizers-signup/
mailto:drinksandapps@probusorv.ca
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MEMBER CONTRIBUTIONS 

Gary Bennett - ProbusORV Digital Archival Photo Collection  

 
I am pleased to announce that our Club's digital photo collection is now available through our 
website. The collection, which covers the history of our Probus Club, from its founding in 1995 
to the present day, has two main purposes: 
 

• Firstly, the photographs document the many events enjoyed by our members over the 
years.  Along with our Anniversary Booklets, they constitute an important visual history 
of our club.   

• Secondly, the photographs assist members in getting to know one another in the spirit 
of fellowship, which is the signature of Probus.  

 
At our meetings and social gatherings, many members find it challenging, even with the aid of 
name tags, to keep track of who's who!  Viewing the photographs in our Poster Collection has 
proven to be a helpful way for members to get to know one another. However, opportunities to 
do so have been limited, typically confined to the social time before our monthly meetings. 
Even then, many members choose to socialize rather than browse the photos. Our new online 
version of the collection now allows members to explore these photographs at their own 
leisure.  The more familiar we become with fellow members, the more rewarding and enjoyable 
club membership becomes. 
 
For privacy reasons, the Archival Collection is password protected.  If you wish to view the 
photos, please contact Paul Anderson at webadmin@probusorv.ca .  He will create a userid for 
you which can be used to access the collection in the future.   
 
Once you have your userid and password, view the photos using the following procedure: 
 
1) Open your web browser and navigate to https://www.probusorv.ca . 

2) Press “Log In” at the right end of the menu 
3) Enter your userid and password 

4) On the Menu, press “Members” and then “Photo Gallery” 
 
Members are encouraged to think of our Archival Collection as a "Family Album", recording 
events and individuals from the beginnings of our club.  Including members' photos in this 
album helps foster a sense of connection and belonging.  Therefore, it is important to include as 
many photographs of our members as possible. 

 

mailto:webadmin@probusorv.ca
https://www.probusorv.ca/
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FINALLY, TWO PASSINGS TO NOTE 

 
John Kersley, one of the founding members of our Club passed away on October 3, 2025. In 
addition to being a very active member of Probus ORV, John was involved with other groups in 
the Manotick community and the Ottawa West Rotary Club. We were honoured that he was 
able to attend our 25th Anniversary Celebration in December 2019.  Our condolences go to his 
wife Trudi Robillard and their family. 
 
 
Lewis Perelmutter, a relatively new member of our club passed away on October 18, 2025.  
Charles Fournier remembers that, “He was a gentleman who sat at the back of the sanctuary 
during meetings and always had a couple questions or comments for our speakers. He seemed 
to be a very nice and knowledgeable individual.” Our condolences go to his family.  
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MERRY CHRISTMAS, HAPPY HANNUKAH AND HAPPY NEW YEAR 

 

As we come to the end of another busy Probus year I want to thank all those who contributed 

articles,  photos or ideas for The Link. As always it has been my great pleasure to edit this 

newsletter but I could not have done it without the help of my co-editor Gary, and the technical 

expertise of Paul Anderson.  Have a happy and healthy holiday season.  J.  

 

 

 
NEED MORE INFORMATION? WE ARE HERE TO HELP  

If you would like more information about our group or any event you’ve read about, please visit 
our website at:  https://www.probusorv.ca.  Click on the Contact menu item if you’d like to 

reach us. 
 

 
PARKING AT THE MANOTICK UNITED CHURCH Please, park only in the parking spots on the 

sides of the parking lot and not in the center area. There are three handicapped parking spots. 
Please display your permit if you park in one of those spots. Additional parking is available in 

the Manotick Mews just across the street. 
 

 

 
 
 

 

https://www.probusorv.ca/
https://www.probusorv.ca/contact

