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NEXT MEETING 
 

Wednesday 

November 5, 2025 

10 a.m. 

 

Speaker  

Captain Bob Pearson 

 

Topic 
The Gimli Glider 

 

Manotick United Church, 5567 

Manotick Main St. Manotick 

 

 

Complimentary coffee, tea and 

homemade treats will be served 

at 9:15.  

Lunch following the meeting 

will be at 

The Heart & Crown Pub  

3161 Strandherd Drive 

Welcome New Members! 

• Monique Chapman 

• Jeanette Eadie 

• Janey Ladas 

• George and Melanie MacDonald 

• Dianne Rummery 

• Elaine Taylor 

• Nancy Vrooman 

• Francis White 

 

Welcome back to Sandy Woods 
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER  

The next few months are going to be very exciting. We have 2 excellent speakers coming up to 

finish 2025. We have our “Fall Fling” being held at the church with more than 50 members 

already signed up for drinks and apps (and deserts). Dawn Cooper is working on a trip to 

Parliament Hill to hear Question Period with the help of our local MP Bruce Fanjoy. And finally 

rounding out the year will be our annual Christmas Luncheon being held at the Cedarhill Golf 

Club. The management at Cedarhill promise us better service, a parking lot cleared of snow, and 

we’ll be renting a sound system so we can better hear our guest speaker Charlotte Gray. So 

please, everyone come out and enjoy yourselves and meet friends new and old. 

Speaking of Drinks and Apps, we are searching for hosts. For all you new members, these events 

are a great way to meet new friends. You can specify how many people you are comfortable 

hosting; you don’t need to cook or provide drinks. You will need enough plates and glasses for 

your guests, and a pot of coffee is always appreciated. Paper plates, plastic glasses, paper coffee 

cups are all acceptable, make it easy on yourself, it’s meant to be easy. It’s not difficult and its 

fun to mix with friends you haven’t met yet. 

Thanks everyone for making our club one of the most proactive in the city. Keep on participating 

and have fun. 
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PRESENTATIONS 

Previous Presentation 

Our speaker in October was the author and 

publisher, Peggy Blair.  She spoke about the 

journey  she took from her work as a lawyer and 

a member of the Canadian Rights Tribunal to that 

of best-selling author of  The Beggars Opera, The 

Poisoned Pawn, Hungry Ghosts and many more. 

Her struggles to find an agent that would work to 

get her books published finally led to her 

establishment of ReBound Press, her own 

publishing company.  Her talk was both inspiring 

and optimistic. 

 

Peggy Blair - Photo J. Bennett 
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Next Presentation – November 5, 2025    

Captain Bob Pearson and the Story of the Gimli Glider 

 

The November meeting will be a very 

special event for our Club.  Captain Bob 

Pearson, the pilot who safely landed the Air 

Canada flight that ran out of fuel over 

Winnipeg, Manitoba in 1983 will be our 

speaker. 

 

       Gimli Glider 

Bob Pearson was the Air Canada pilot of the legendary Gimli Glider (Flight 143) in 1983, an 
incident where a Boeing 767 ran out of fuel mid-flight and he successfully landed it at a former 
racetrack in Gimli, Manitoba. His extensive experience as a glider pilot and instructor allowed 
him to execute an emergency landing, gliding the aircraft for 17 minutes and resulting in 
"Canada's Miracle on the Hudson" with no serious injuries to the 69 people on board. 
 

Bob Pearson-a short biography 
 

After living in a tent in the middle of Labrador for six months while working for the British 
Newfoundland Corporation, at 17 years of age Bob Pearson had enough money saved to pay for 
his private pilot’s license and start on his commercial license. This training was on Cessna 120s 

and 140s with Laurentide Aviation at Cartierville airport near Montreal. By May 18, 1957 he had 
obtained his commercial pilot’s license and had completed an additional 50 solo hours to meet 

Trans Canada Airline’s minimum entrance requirements. By July 1  he was doing link trainer 
sessions followed by 30 hours of right seat training in the DC3. 

 
Subsequently, Bob flew the Douglas DC3, Vickers Viscount, Douglas DC-8 and DC-9 as first 
officer over 10-year period. After being promoted to captain on the Viscount in1967, he 

subsequently flew as captain on the DC9, B727, B767, B747-100/200 and finally the B747-400 
completing over 39 years of commercial flying. At 58 ½ years of age he left Air Canada and 

finished his career with Asiana Airlines on the 747-40 mostly on the Seoul- Kennedy-Anchorage-
Seoul run. 
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Interspersed with flying commercially Bob did quite a bit of glider and ultralight flying 
along with some float, ski time, and glider towing. He has always felt that a variety of 

experiences helps to round out a pilot’s skill. He was active for many years in the 
Canadian Airline Pilots Association and since retirement has acted as an expert 

witness assignments in several aircraft accident lawsuits. 
 
 
 
We have invited members of the Alta Vista and Ottawa West Probus Clubs to join us for this 
unique opportunity.   
 

SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR THIS EVENT 
 

Coffee, tea and homemade treats will be available at the lower level of the Manotick United 
Church, starting at 9:15 a.m.  There will be no charge. Sue Fournier and her team of volunteer 
bakers will be on hand. 
 
We ask those who are able, to park across the street in the Mews or on the side streets around 
the Church in order lo leave the Church parking lot available for those with health or mobility 
issues who need to park close.   Greg Scott will be in the parking lot to help you. 
 
Lunch following the presentation will take place at the HEART AND CROWN PUB, 3161 
STRANDHERD DRIVE.  The restaurant is offering a special menu that will ensure that the 
kitchen and wait staff can give us efficient and friendly service. There will be individual checks.  
 
The menu choices are listed on the next two pages. 
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Please let me know by November 1, 2025 if you would like to attend the lunch as we must 

give final numbers to the restaurant by that date. You can  contact me at 

joywakebennett@gmail.com.  

 

Many thanks to our village of volunteers who are helping to make this a memorable event.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:joywakebennett@gmail.com
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NEWS FROM THE MANAGEMENT TEAM 

 
The Management Committee met on Wednesday, October 8,  2025 to discuss matters of 
importance to the Club. Here are some highlights: 
 

• We currently have 194 members. Membership fees of $40.00 per person for 2025-26 
are due now.  If you have already paid, thank you.  If you have not yet paid,  please do 
so as soon as possible by e-transfer to membership@probusorv.ca or bring a cheque 
made out to Probus ORV to the November meeting.  Helena Flack will be at the 
Membership Table to assist you. 
  

• The Management Team discussed the possibility of setting up  a ride share service for 
those who might need a ride to a meeting or an event.  We are looking for volunteers 
and when we have more information we will let everyone know. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

mailto:membership@probusorv.ca
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UPCOMING EVENTS  

 

Question Period in the House of Commons 

Wednesday, November 19, 2025 
 

 
Figure 1Parliament Building 

A visit to the House of Commons to meet Bruce Fanjoy, the Liberal  MP from the riding of 

Manotick  and to attend a portion of Question Period is planned for November 19.  More 

information to follow. There is a limit of 30 people at this event.  There will be a sign-up sheet at 

the November meeting or you can sign up on the website at https://probusorv.ca/events-

registration/  

https://probusorv.ca/events-registration/
https://probusorv.ca/events-registration/
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DRINKS AND APPETIZERS 

 
 
  
 
 

Friday, October 24, 2025 – Manotick United Church 

5-7 P.M. 
HOSTED BY 

THE EVENTS COMMITTEE 
MANOTICK UNITED CHURCH, 5567 MANOTICK MAIN ST. 

ALL ARE WELCOME 
 

Bring your beverage of choice and an appetizer or a dessert (something small that is easy to 
manage) to share.  Coffee and tea will be provided.  

 
You may still register at https://probusorv.ca/drinks-and-appetizers-signup/ . 

 

We especially need hosts for the month of December, 2025.   All months  in 2026  are 

available. Hosts are asked to put out some glasses and napkins.  Small plates are nice if you 
have them.  (Plastic glasses and paper plates are also fine.) Hosts can set a limit on the number 

of guests they can comfortably accommodate in their home.  If you would like to host drinks 
and appetizers or would like more information, please email drinksandapps@probusorv.ca    

Hosting Drinks and Appetizers is a good way to get to know other club members and to have a 
very enjoyable outing on a Friday evening. 

 
 

https://probusorv.ca/drinks-and-appetizers-signup/
mailto:drinksandapps@probusorv.ca
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Friday, November 14, 2025 – Joy and Gary Bennett 

5-7 P.M. 
HOSTED BY 

Joy and Gary 
431 KILMARNOCK WAY (STONEBRIDGE) 

(There is still room for more guests) 
Bring your beverage of choice and an appetizer to share. 

 
To attend this event please register at https://probusorv.ca/drinks-and-appetizers-signup/  

 
 
 

Friday, December 5, 2025 – Brenda Buchanan and Paul Anderson 

5-7 P.M. 
HOSTED BY 

Brenda and Paul 
Riverside Crescent, Manotick 

 
Bring your beverage of choice and an appetizer to share. 

 
To attend this event please register at https://probusorv.ca/drinks-and-appetizers-signup/  

 

  

https://probusorv.ca/drinks-and-appetizers-signup/
https://probusorv.ca/drinks-and-appetizers-signup/
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CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON 

Will Take Place at Noon on 

Wednesday December 3, 2025 

at 

The Cedarhill Golf and Country Club 

56 Cedarhill Drive, Nepean K2R 1E5 

This will also be our regular monthly meeting.  The speaker will be 

Charlotte Gray 

 Bestselling author of  Passionate Mothers, Powerful Sons: The Lives of Jennie Jerome Churchill 

and Sara Delano Roosevelt (2023) 

 

This year the luncheon will be a buffet which will include roast turkey, salmon, pasta with 

marinara sauce, vegetables, salad, coffee or tea, and dessert.  The price this year is $57.00 per 

person which includes a chance to win one of 3 fabulous door prizes! Joy Bennett will be at the 

Christmas Luncheon Table at the November meeting to take your reservations. Payment may 

be made by e-transfer to treasurer@probusorv.ca or by cheque made out to PROBUS ORV.  

Reserve your place by visiting https://probusorv.ca/events-registration/  or contact Joy Bennett 

at joywakebennett@gmail.com . The deadline to book your place for the Christmas lunch is 

Friday, November 29, 2025. 

 

mailto:treasurer@probusorv.ca
https://probusorv.ca/events-registration/
mailto:joywakebennett@gmail.com


  
 

THE LINK 
Probus Ottawa – Rideau Valley Newsletter 

October  2025 

  

 

Page 15 
   
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!! 

DRIVERS NEEDED 

If you are able to offer a ride to a fellow Probus member to a meeting, an event or to drinks and 

appetizers, please contact Michel Rodrigues.  

 

PHOTOGRAPHY INTEREST GROUP 

We are looking for members who like to take pictures.  We would like to organize a team of 

photographers to take pictures at our meetings and social events. Part of the task is to identify 

the members in the pictures and note the event in question.  The pictures will become part of 

our Club Archive and will be shared with members in the pages of our Newsletter, THE LINK.  If 

you are a ‘have phone, will travel’ kind of person, this is the group for you.  Please contact Doug 

Forbes at forbesdoug@rogers.com 

  

mailto:forbesdoug@rogers.com


  
 

THE LINK 
Probus Ottawa – Rideau Valley Newsletter 

October  2025 

  

 

Page 16 
   
 

NEED MORE INFORMATION? WE ARE HERE TO HELP  
 

If you would like more information about our Club, the interest groups or any event you’ve read 
about, please visit our website at https://www.probusorv.ca/contact.  

 

 
PARKING AT THE MANOTICK UNITED CHURCH Please,  park only in the parking spots on the 

sides of the parking lot and not in the center area. There are three handicapped parking spots. 
Please display your permit if you park in one of those spots. Additional parking is available in 

the Manotick Mews just across the street. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

HAPPY HALLOWEEN! 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

Pepper and His Lantern 

Photo – JB 

Pepper and Pumpkins 

Photo - JB 

https://www.probusorv.ca/contact
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COMMUNITY EVENTS (NON-PROBUS) 

The Artists of Stonebridge 

 

15th Annual Fine Art Show & Sale 

 

This is Barrhaven's biggest art show of the year!  

Join us at our NEW VENUE: Longfields-Davidson Heights Secondary School 

Gorgeous, diverse array of original art by talented local artists. 
 

When: October 18th and 19th (Saturday & Sunday)  
10 AM - 4 PM 

Where: Longfields-Davidson Heights Secondary School,  
149 Berrigan Drive 

*** FREE ADMISSION & PARKING *** 

*** DOOR PRIZES *** 

*** SILENT AUCTION TO SUPPORT OTTAWA VALLEY WILD BIRD CARE CENTRE 

AND BARRHAVEN FOOD CUPBOARD *** 

We look forward to seeing you there! 
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ITR Fall Performance 

 

The ITR (Isle in the River Theater) will present their fall production on November 

21, 22 , 23 and 30th.  

 

 

The dinner performance will take place on Saturday, November 22, 2025 at 5:30 p.m. 

Dinner will be served at 6 p.m. The cost for the dinner show is $65.00. 

 

As in the past, tables will be reserved for Probus. Please contact Judy Rodrigues for 

more information. The price for tickets for the performances on November 21, 23 and 30th is 

$25.00 
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