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NEXT MEETING:

Wednesday
October 1, 2025

Speaker
PEGGY BLAIR
Award-winning author of “The
Beggar’s Opera”

Topic
From best-selling author to self-

published author Last Days of Summer, Lac de la Blanche, 2024.
Photo by J. Bennett

Manotick United Church, 5567
Manotick Main St. Manotick

Welcome New Members!

e Nicolette Bravo
e Mike Donaldson
e Carolyn Green

e Kim Olsen

e Janet Braham

. . e Michael Braham
Coffee/tea and cookies will be

] e Andrew Reynolds
served at 9:15. Cost is $2.00

e Lynn Reynolds

Lunch following the meeting
will be at

PUR&SIMPLE*
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Our Club kicked off our 2025 — 26 session last Wednesday, September
3, 2025 . Ninety-five members attended the Annual General Meeting
and heard a somewhat truncated recital of our past year’s successes.

~  Any crucial information was presented to all members prior to the
meeting by e-mail. If any member wishes further information about
any of our Club Activities, Financials, Committees or Interest Groups
please use the “Contact Us” tab on our website to forward your
guestions. Someone from the Management Committee will be
pleased to get back to you.

Michel Rodrigues

We have two new faces on the MC. The first is Doug Forbes who will sit as the Vice-
President. Doug is the husband of Dawn Cooper whom I’'m sure you all know. The
second new face is my wife Judy Rodrigue who will take on the role of Events Director
replacing Eileen Bond and May Collins who for many years have single-handedly
booked every Probus Event. Judy has big boots to fill but fortunately she has many
volunteers who have stepped forward to help.

Following the AGM, we had a fascinating presentation by Dr Peter Martin, a retired

Physics Professor from Carleton University. Dr Martin asked the question, “Is Time Travel
Possible?” He gave us 13 answers, and we must now choose which answer applies best

to this question, no math involved. Dr. Martin also asked members to consider lending support
to Carleton University’s Life Long Learning Programme. Due to funding cuts, this programme
has been cancelled by the university but a group of professors is attempting to revive it.

We thank you for your continued interest and look forward to many more exciting

Speakers and Events.
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Last Presentation

On September 3, 2025, Dr. Peter Watson, a physicist from Carleton
University, gave an interesting, if somewhat whimsical presentation
on time travel. Is it possible, can we do it? If not, why not? Can
anyone really know if this would be possible. Peter gave us a lot to
think about. Several members enjoyed lunch afterwards at the Red
Dot Café.

Next Presentation

At our October, 2025 meeting we are privileged to have with us the award-winning Canadian
author, Peggy Blair.

Ms. Blair will talk about her reverse trajectory from being published in six
languages as an award-winning author and being self-published with my
own small press.

Peggy Blair’s first mystery novel, THE BEGGAR’S OPERA, was turned down
156 times before it was shortlisted for the U.K. Crime Writers Association
Debut Dagger Award, the same award that launched Louise Penny’s
career. Peggy didn’t win the prestigious award, but after a brief
encounter with writer lan Rankin in a hotel bar, he told her 156 rejections
“wasn’t too bad” and that she should contact his Canadian publisher. She ended up
represented by Rankin’s U.K. agent and hit the Frankfurt Book Fair hotlist. Her book was
translated into six languages and published internationally as well as in the U.S., U.K. and
Canada to critical acclaim; it won the Giller Prize Reader’s Choice Award. Peggy has since
created her own imprint, Rebound Press. She lives just outside Ottawa with a TV-watching dog
and a friendly cat.
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LUNCH AFTER THE MEETING WILL BE AT PUR&SIMPLE

*For those who wish to attend, lunch after the meeting will be at a new-to-us restaurant,
PUR&SIMPLE at 3101 Strandherd Dr. Unit 2, at the corner of Strandherd and Woodroffe, across
the street from the Heart and Crown. It is a bright and open restaurant with interesting
luncheon choices and a very friendly staff. Check out their website at:
https://pursimple.com/restaurant/barrhaven/
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NEWS FROM THE MANAGEMENT TEAM

The Management Committee met on Wednesday, September 10, 2025, to discuss matters of
importance to the Club. Here are some highlights:

Annual General Meeting

The AGM was held immediately prior to the regular September meeting. There were 95
members in attendance. Charles Fournier called the meeting to order at 9:55 a.m. Agenda
items concerning club finances, by-law changes and a slate of officers for 2025-26 were all duly
presented and approved unanimously. Charles thanked members of the management
committee for their work over the years and recognized Eileen Bond, May Collins, Dawn Cooper
and Helena Flack in particular as they are stepping down from the committee. He presented
them with floral bouquets.
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The new management committee was presented and Michel Rodrigue, the new President
thanked the members, in particular Charles Fournier and Paul Anderson.
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Charles Fournier and Michel Rodrigue

The New Management Team

President: Michel Rodrigue
Vice-President: Doug Forbes
Past-President: Charles Fournier
Secretary and Membership director: Judy Beltzner
Treasurer: Klaus Beltzner
Speakers Committee Director: lan MacKay
Events Director: Judy Rodrigue
Communications Director: Joy Bennett
AV Director: Paul Anderson
Archives Director: Gary Bennett
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Doug Forbes
Our New
Vice-President

Doug Forbes retired in 2004 from the Department of Indian Affairs and Northern
Development. He was the Regional Director General for the Ontario Region. On
retirement he had a consultant business dealing with land claim public information
sessions.

His past volunteer work has been on various management boards including President of
the Dixie Curling Club (2010) and President (2924) and Secretary of the Gloucester
Lions Club (2025/26).

We welcome Doug to the Management Committee!

Membership

Our Club currently has 195 members! This is an all-time high! A warm welcome to all as we
begin a new Probus year together.

Membership fees of $40.00 per member are due now. If you have already paid by e transfer or
by cheque, thank you. If you have not yet paid, please do so, preferably by e transfer to
membership@probusorv.ca or by cheque made out to Probus ORV and given to Judy Beltzner at
the October meeting. Judy will be at the Membership table to welcome you and take your
cheque. Please note the names of the person for who you are paying in the note line on your
cheque or message field in your etransfer, as appropriate.
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You do not need to fill out a new membership form but if your contact information has
changed, please send an e-mail with the new information to membership@probusorv.ca.

Our Membership Director, Judy Beltzner, will update the membership list so you can continue
receiving newsletters and other Probus correspondence.

PROBUS Canada- New District Director-Bernetta Starkey

On Monday September 8th, Michel and Judy Rodrigue, Doug Forbes and Dawn Cooper,
represented our Probus Club at a Meet and Greet to welcome our new District Director,
Bernetta Starkey. The event was held at The Rockport Barn, a lovely country venue with
incredible gardens. The morning started with light conversation with members of other Eastern
Ontario Probus clubs followed by some team building games and a BBQ lunch. Meeting
Bernetta personally and speaking with her about her Probus initiatives was informative. She
plans to bring Probus to Quebec with the assistance of her French speaking husband. After
lunch, a strudel making demonstration provided everyone with a delicious dessert.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

DRINKS AND APPETIZERS

HOSTED BY
THE EVENTS COMMITTEE
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2025
5-7 P.M.
MANOTICK UNITED CHURCH, 5567 MANOTICK MAIN STREET.
BRING YOUR BEVERAGE OF CHOICE AND AN APPETIZER TO SHARE
LOTS OF ROOM FOR EVERYONE
PARKING IN THE CHURCH PARKING LOT OR ACROSS THE STREET IN THE MEWS
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HOSTED BY JOY AND GARY BENNETT
FRIDAY, 14 NOVEMBER, 2025
5-7 P.M.

431 Kilmarnock Way, Stonebridge
(There are 20 places available)

TO SIGN UP FOR THESE EVENTS, PLEASE CLICK ON THE LINK BELOW OR LOOK FOR THE SIGN-
UP SHEET AT THE OCTOBER MEETING

https://www.probusorv.ca/drinks-and-appetizers-signup/

If you would like to host drinks and appetizers or would like more information, please contact

drinksandapps@probusorv.ca This is a good way to get to know other club members and to

have a very enjoyable outing on a Friday evening. We are looking for members to host drinks
and appetizers from December to May.
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CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON
(I know it is only September, but this takes advance planning)

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2025 AT NOON
CEDARHILL
GOLF AND COUNTRY CLUB, 56 CEDARHILL Dr., NEPEAN

OUR GUEST SPEAKER WILL BE CHARLOTTE GRAY TALKING ABOUT HER LATEST BOOK,
“PASSIONATE MOTHERS, POWERFUL SONS: the lives of Jennie Jerome Churchill and Sara
Delano Roosevelt” (Simon and Schuster, 2023).

Please mark this important date on your calendar and watch for more information in the
October LINK.
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Speakers Committee needs two additional members. The Speakers Committee actively seeks
and evaluates possible speakers for the club. The Committee works best when there are six
members which means that each member takes care of the details for two speakers in the year.
Our club has a reputation for having excellent speakers but we need help to ensure that we
continue to do so. Please contact lan MacKay, Chair of Speakers if you would like to help us.

Archives Director needs two people to help with the work of maintain the Club archives. The
archive consists of several boxes of printed material and, perhaps more important, hundreds of
photos of members taken at various events. The most important activity of this special group is

the generation of new photographs at our many events as well as identifying people in our
hundreds of existing photographs and determining the dates and events of these photos. If you
like detective work and are interested in the interactions of our members and the history and
future of our Probus club, then this is the group for you. If you would like to help, please
contact Gary Bennett.

Interest Groups, in particular the Dance Group is looking for a new leader and a ball room
(large basement would do). If you can help the dance group please contact Michel Rodrigue.
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COMMUNITY EVENTS:

ART IN THE GARDEN
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 13™
12:00 NOON -6 P.M.

76 BLACKSHIRE CIRCLE, STONEBRIDGE

Three Spirited Acrylic Painters are most definitely looking forward to presenting to you their
newest creations showcased in a stunning garden setting.

Coffee and treats will be served
The artists are:
Karen Scott
Lisa Butters

Darlene Provost

MEMBER CONTRIBUTIONS

WHAT PROBUS MEANS TO US:
By Gary Bennett

As we approach the 315t anniversary of the founding of our Ottawa-Rideau Valley Probus, Club,
Joy and | would like to express our feelings on how Probus helped us bridge the transition from
professional academic careers to active retired lives, and to comment on what the club has
meant to us over the past 12 years.

When we moved to Ottawa from Montreal after retirement in 2014, we knew no one in this
city except for our longtime friend and colleague, Dennis Osmond (a Probus Past President) and
his wife Anne. After a short period of time, Dennis and Anne invited us to a Probus barbeque
held at the park across the bridge from The Mill. Before long, we went from a state of near
isolation to being happily surrounded by new acquaintances as well as being stimulated by
amazing speakers and incredible outings. Before we knew what was happening, Gary was asked
to join the management team as Vice-President and Joy was invited to be a member of the
Speakers Committee. Looking back, we reflect on our Probus experience, how it has changed
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our lives, opened a whole new world for us, and provided the most wonderful club experience
imaginable

Many thanks to the Osmonds and all our other Probus friends who have shared so many
memorable experiences with us over these past twelve years.

Gary and Joy Bennett

(Note: Our newsletter (The Link) would like to hear from others about their PROBUS experience
and how it has changed their lives.)

AND FINALLY,

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO LINDA MILLER-NESBITT
I— ‘_'"'"._.

LINDA IS CELEBRATING A SPECIAL BIRTHDAY WITH A TRIP TO EUROPE AND A MEDITERANEAN
CRUISE.

WELL DONE, LINDA!!!
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NEED MORE INFORMATION? WE ARE HERE TO HELP
If you would like more information about our group or any event you’ve read about, please visit
our website at https://www.probusorv.ca/contact.

PARKING AT THE MANOTICK UNITED CHURCH Please, park only in the parking spots on the
sides of the parking lot and not in the center area. There are three handicapped parking spots.
Please display your permit if you park in one of those spots. Additional parking is available in
the Manotick Mews just across the street.
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