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INTRODUCTION

Our present bookleEnjoying Retirement: The PROBUS Club of OttawRideau

Valley, The Nest Fifteen Years, 20@02Q is a sequel to a previous one entitled,
Rewarding Retirement: The Probus Club of Ottavitadeau Valley, The First

TenYears, 19942004 The initial bookl|l et was <co
Year 0 Anniversary Committee that was f
for over a year. These members included Dennis Osmond (Chair), Nan Buchanan,
Burritt Collins, Eldon Brownle, Michael Conway, Pat de St Croix, Stu Rogers and
SpruceRiordan

N
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Our present chronicléescribsg, in the same basic plan as its predecessor, the
activities of our club over the succeeding fiftgaarperiod, from September
2004 to August @20. It has been compiled by members ofTiiventy FiveYear
Anniversary Committee, consisting of Gary Bennett (Chair), Dennis Osmond,
Charles Fournier, and SpruBerdan and May Collins (Editor)

The formats as follows:
1) A chronologicalcommentary othe most importardctivitiesof each year,
including:

management personnel (with photos)

membership numbers

speakers and their presentations (with photos)

changes in regulations, constitution, and bylaws

changes imeeting locations and audiovisual facilities

changes in communication: newsletters, website, archives
0 club Social Events (with photos)

2) Biographies (with photos) of the Presidents

3) Yearly listing of the Management Committee and Subcommittees

4) Yearlylisting of Speakersand tteir presentations

5) Yearlylisting of all the clulSocial Events

©O OO0 O0OO0Oo



Yearly Commentary on Club Activities

Sep 2004- Aug 2005

After ten years of able management and excellent speakers, our Club began the
next fifteen years in very good standing. Membership stood at 169, and attendance
had increased with each passing year. The new president was now Spruce
Riordan with Pder Ide as VicePresident, and Dennis Osmond as Past President.

SpruceRiordan

Other Management Committee Members included

Kathy Pitcher (Secretary)

Ramsey Brown (Treasurer)

Jeff Cronin(Membership)

Brian Sawyer, Brian Haworth, and Rory Mcintyre (Speakers Program)
Iris Brazier (Refreshments)

John Kersley (Badges)

Merrill Stalker and Doug Watson (Events)
Pat de St Croix (Striders)

Anne Osmond (Historian, Archives)

Dick de St. Croix (Newsletter)

Mike Tyler (Audiovisual)



Management Committee
Left to right: --, Eric Bennet, Ramsey Brown, Dick de St Croix, Pat de St Croix,
SpruceRiordan Anne Osmond, Kathy Pitcher, Dennis Osmond, Peter Ide, Doug
Watson, George Hobson, Brain Sawyer, Julius Frank, Iris Brazier, Mike Tyler.

Some Members of the dear Amiversary Committee

Left to right: SprucdRiordan Pat de St Croix, Nan Buchanan, Stu Rogers



Left to right: Merrill Stalker (Events), Peter Ide (Vice President)

Membership Numbersleff Cronin reported that the Club Membership was at
159.

The Speakers Progratavered a wide range of topics during the year.

These includedfraud Protectiorby John Cottrell and Paul de Souza,

Peter Ide John Cottrell Paul de %ouz



Clare Morris Dennis Osmond (July 2005)

The New Canadian War Museuloy Daniel Glenne

Ramsey Brown Daniel Glenney

and Trade with the Arab World: A Missed Opportunity, by Mazen Chouaib,
describing the unfair treatment of the Middle East by the Western Media.



Additionally, two of our own club members gave excellent talks:

George Hobson spoke abdtdénadianSovereignty in the Arctic
- ,\-_1,, .:_1‘—.

George Hobson Pat de St Croix (Oct. 2004)

Mike Taylor described his experiencestod North Pole byNuclear Submarine
This included an account of a dangerous trip under the North Pole ice shelf.

Tape recordings were made of these presentations and stored in the Archives by
Anne Osmond.

The most importaritventof the year was the luncheon celebrating the Tenth
Anniversary of our club, held at the Orchard View Conference Centre, on Nov 10,
2004. With an attendance of 136 people, this was a great success!



The event began with a social hour accompanied by @otomusic.

Stu Rogers, Pat de St Croix, Dick de St Croix



Peter Abear ? Marga Abear
The mainaddress was given by Russ Hammond, the Founder and first President

of our Probus club. Brief remarks were made by other founding members, as well
as by special guests, including Pierre Poilievre, M.P., and John Baird M.P.P.

A Choral Presentation wasvgn by our owrolden Tonsils

Left to right-- Front ro:d Ramsey Brown, Lloyd Larson (violin), Ralph
Trafford (piano).Back row OB Wilson, Peter Ide, Larry Renton, Burritt
Collins, Stu Rogers, George Hobson, Al Le Francois.
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Cartoon drawn by Petéde

In addition, there was a choir performance by the Valleymen Choir, with one
of the members being our own Stu Rogers.

Stu Rogers (back row, far left)
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Copiesofthe TetYear Anni versary Booklet entitl
weredistributed to club members.

The organizer and Master of Ceremonies of the luncheon, Dennis Osmond,
presented the TeWear booklet to our new President, Spr&kterdan

]

SpruceRiordan Dennis Osmond

OtherEventsin the20042005 year, included tours of:

Lee Valley Tools (Oct 04

the Canadian Museum of Nature, and the Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind.
Further afield, some of our members attended the North Grenville Club Spring
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Fling. Additionally, Stu and MargueritRogers represented our club at the
Muskoka Rendezvous.

TheStriders and Glidernsad a very active year with hiking trips to the

Gatineau, Chaudiere Falls, Richmond, Nepean, etc. Members also skied at various
locations around Manotick and in the Gatinétalls. Finally, some members

engaged in canoeing on the Rideau River from the riverside home of Brian

Sawyer.
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Left to right-Back Row:Mike Taylor, Glynn JonesBrian SawyerRamsay
Brown, Dick de St Croix, Dennis Osmond.
Front Row: May Collins,Pat de St Croix-, Marga Abear, Anne Osmond

In March, everyone noted with sadness the passingvefl&known and beloved
club memberand membership chaigric Bennet.
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Sep 2005¢ Aug 2006

In theManagement TeanPeter Ide replaced SpruRk@rdanas our President.
Spruce became Past President, and Marguerite Rogers joined the team as our new
Vice-President.

Peter Ide

Stu Rogers took over the leadership of the Striders and Gliders program from Pat
de St. Croix. Wilburn Cowan began lasg-standing role as Archivist and
Historian, replacing Anne Osmond who had excelled in this position.

The Management Committee discussed the need for a video projector and a
computer for the Speakersdé presemgtati on
equipment.

Speakers Programpics ranged from th€uban Missile Crisisto Nuclear and
Hydrogen PowerWhther Agriculture, toCama d a 6 s inW&dn#nental
Context

A delightful and humorous talk on Canadmmewspapereporting was given by the
legendary journalist George BrimmelNewspaper Wokk History in a Hurry
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Our former President, Peter Partner gave a talk oRébelilding of the Manotick
Legion Building

‘n \’.’. *’I’*“;

Pat de St Croix Peter Partner  (Nov 05)

Fellow club member and virologist, Julius Frank, describbé Gross Isle Human
and AnimalQuarantine

Julius Frank lan Stark (?)(Feb 06)
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And another of our Probus members, Nancy Scarth, desdrieéiuman
Face of Siberia

Nancy Scarth Iris Brazier (July 2006)

Eventsthis year includeattendingcthe NAC Christmas conced,visit to the
CanadianNar Museumas well as a lovely sunny day spenthat
Wheel er6s Sugar Bush.

Thehighlight of the year was tH8pring Fling hosted by our club at the Orchard
View Conference&entre Thirty of our own members, and 110 other club
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members, signed up. A reception, featuring the Manotick Brass Ensemble was
followed by lunch, and supervised by the Master of Ceremonies, Dennsn@sm

A toast by George Hobson was given, the
introduced by SprucRiordan and she was thanked afterwards by Marguerite

Rogers. This was all followed by a musical performance, given by the Ottawa

Carleton MaleChoir, at the invitation of choir member Stu Rogers.

Among other adventurethe Striders and Glidersentcanoeingon the Rideau
RiverbetweerK e | | y 6 s andtlee miwerisiaie gpome of Stu Rogers.

The Management Committesproved a fee increase of @&rperson to cover
the cost of a needed computer. This, however, was donated by one of our
members, Jim RuddelPurchase of a projector and screen was approved. Plans
were made to have audiecording software on the computer, and to produce CDs
rather than audiotapes.

An outline was made of thauties of our Officers: President, Vié&esident, Past
President, Secretary, Treasurer, as well as for the Committee Chairpersons
(Speakers, Events, Membership, NewslettetHistorian/Archives).

Membersip Numbers Jeff Cronin reported that the paigh club membership
was at 159 (Total numbeon the Membershigheetvas1798).

It was noted, with some pride, that our former Probus President, Dennis Osmond,
was made a member of the OrdeCaihada.
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Sep 2006¢ Aug 2007

In theManagement Teamarguerite Rogers became our new President. Peter
Ide became Past President, and Brian Sawyer joined the team as our new Vice
President.

Marguerite Rogers

Lloyd Scarthreplaced Ramsay Brown as Treasutdaureen and Geoff Johnson,
as well as Pat de St Croix, joined the Speakers Program committee.

The Speaker$rogranthis yearincludedtopics rangng from Surviving Breast
Cancerto Wo me Waceson the risan Afghanistanas well agnternational
Measures t&ensureNuclear Safety In our Remembrance Day talk, Laura
Brandon describeArt and Warin the Canadian War Museum

Laura Brandon Cathy Pitcher
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As well, we had Markus Antonsson, the Icelandic Ambassador, disbaess
Historical Connections between Iceland and Canadal Col. Steve Noonan
spoke omAfghanistamd TheRoad to Kandahar

George Hobson Steve Noonan (Sep 06)

Two physicians gave valuable medical advice: Dr. Ellen Thompson
discussedVhat yourDoctorDo e s n 6 t  KChwwic PAitpamaiDr.
Andrew Pipe spoke oachievinghow toDie Youngi As LateAs Possible!
Finally, our very own member, SpruBgordan gave a presentation émside
the Ivory Tower.

Our Eventsthroughout tis yearincluded a performance &wan Lake
performed by the KiroBallet at the NACas well avisits to theNatural
History Museumand to theNind Tunnel

The Kanata ROBUSc | ub host &pringgFings y ear 6 s

Membership Numbersleff Cronin reported that the Club Membership was
159
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Sep 2007¢ Aug 2008

In theManagement Teal®rian Sawyer replaced Marguerite Rogers as
President. Marguerite became Past President, and Mike Tyler became our new
Vice president.

Brian Sawyer

Kathy Pitcher retired after many years of excellent service as Secretary and was
replaced i May Collins.

Mike Taylor and SprucRiordanjoined the Speakers Program commiitebe
beginning of a long and distinguished tenure of these two individuals in leading
this vital committee.Allan Haan replaced Doug Watson as Evéditector.

Glyn Jones and Shirley Laidley took over the Striders and Gliders Program from
Stu Rogers and had praise for the hard work Stu had carrietlaureen and
Geoff Johnson replaced Dick de St Croix as editors of the Newsletter.

Membership NumbersJeff Cronin reported that thmid-up Membership was
159. (The Membership List showed 168 members inlfota
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One of the highlightg the Speakes Progranincluded:

Flying in The North by Stuart Jarrette

SpruceRiordan  Stuart Jarrette  (March, 2008)

A talk of particularinterest to ouProbusmembers asgiven by historian Tresr
Hodge entitledEngineersScientistsand Architectsn Antiquity. Also, our own

club member, Rory Mcintyre, had a great turnout for his talk describinfripiso
Antarctica.

Finally, James BssettreportedoB@anadads Fail ed. | mmi gr at i

James BssettPeter Ide (Sep 2007)
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Eventsactivitiesincludedtours of theResearch Area of the Canadian Museum of
Civilization, DickinsonHousea n d Wa t s, thenfécgitied\bf thedttawa
Citizennewspaper,_ee Valley ManufacturingandSuntec Greenhouses

Theatrical performances attended weéhe Merry Widowvat the NAC, andriddler
on the Rooby theGreelyPlayers.

Our Striders and Glidersnjoyed wonderful skiing on tHeideau ViewGolf
Course and other arbies n Ottawa and thsurrounding area

In the DecembelManagement Committaeeeting, the idea of a website for
our Probuslubwas discussed, with the suggestion that SpRiosdancould put
one together.

Sep 2008¢ Aug 2009

In theManagement TeanMike Tyler replaced Brian Sawyer as President.
Brian became Past President and Iris Brazier joined the team as our new Vice
President.

G

Mike Tyler

Marguerite Rogers, Sheila King, John Kersley and Bob Stanley joined the
Speakers Program committee.
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Mike King took charge of the aimportantAudiovisualarrangementsWith

regards tdhe photographing ofpeakers at the end of their presentatitimsidea

of switching from a polaroid to a digital camera, accompanied by a small portable
printer, was considered-orthe presentin the absence of such a printetr)yvas
decided to simply send the speakers a gtorged photalongwith a thank you

note.

In theManagement Committee decision was made to increase our annual

donation to StJames Church from $300to¥¥@ nd t o Mi I | er 6 s Ove
to $200. The club was noted to be in good shape financially, with a bank account
of over $4000. Ways of wutilizing the ¢

including gettingid of the Looney Bin (i.e., providing coffee and refreshments
free at meetings), or reng buses for excursionsThere was a consensus that the
Club should always keep a Contingency Fund of $2,500 to cover unexpected
expenses such as replacement ofmaters, etc.,

The Speakers Progratuapics this year included a variety of aquatic themes,
such ag-rom the Bottom UpRecovering Sunken Tre&efending the Ottawa
River, andWater in the Netherland&riend or Foe

Noted politician Flora MacDonald spoke abéud to The Third World

Flora MacDonald

Finally, an inspiring talk was given by Guy Thatcher. In his presentatieriVay
of St JamesA 700 km Pilgrimagen Span: A Journey of Dayshe described his
walk of the Camino de Santiago pilgrimage trail
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Our Evensthis yearincluded visits to th®©ttawa Traffic Control Facilitythe
Royal Canadian MinttheNational Library ArchivePreservation Centreand the
Logs End Tour

Theatrical performances, held at the National Arts Centre, included:
A Chri st mas Conc er tabaletgedormanteoSl&epimyg 6 s Si n
Beauty anda Big BandConcert

Under the leadership of Glyn Jones, Shirley Laidley, and then Brian Sawyer, the
Striders and Glidengmained active throughout the year with hiking and
canoeing in the summer, and hiking or skiing in the winter.

The Alta Vista Probus club hosted the 8pgrFling.

Membership Numbersleff Cronin reported that the Club Membership was at
159. (Membership List shows 1%&tal.)

With great sadness, the club noted the deaBasif Presideratricia de St Croix,

at the age of 82, after a long battle with leukemia. Pat had been our first Woman
President in 2002003 As a former Physical Education teacher,istreduced

the Striderand Gliders Program to share her passion for phyficaks.
Condolences were sent to Dick St Croix, her husband of 56 years.
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Sep 2009¢ Aug 2010

In theManagement Tealns Brazier replaced Mike Tyler as President, and
Mike became Past President. Bill Blaiklock joined the team as our new Vice
President.

Iris Brazier

Allan Haan replaced Lloyd Scarth as Treasuvtaureen Johnson, Marguerite
Rogers, RorMclintyre, Sheila King, John Kersley, and Bob Stanley left the
Speakers Program committee.

SRR AT S

Brian Sawyer  Stu Rogers
Brian Sawyer began his long tenure as head obthiglers and Glidersaking

over from Glyn Jones and Shirley Laidley.
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Consideration wagiven to the purchase of a wireless hduatd travelling
microphone, since there were complaints that some members of the audience could
not hear the questions after the conclusion of the main talks.

A portable printer was purchased by Allan Hadan $153, in orderto print photos
of ourspeakers and offer it to them after the presentations.

Guy Goodman initiated oulub Website

Guy had joined our Probus club in 2007, and upon consulting the Probus Canada
website, found there was just a simple-page entry for our Club. He

approached our President, Brian Sawyer, and offered to develop a website for us.
This was approved. THest step was the incorporation ©he First Ten Years
booklet (with colored images in this new electronic version). It was also
recognized that our new website could now become an archive for all our monthly
newsletters.

Mike King played a very importd role in coordinating all ovAudiovisual

equipment. In terms of lecture material, the old days of 35mm slides and overhead
transparencies had passed by this time, and most lecturers were beginning to use
computer PowerPoint presentations. Tiheakers could either bring their reports

on their own laptops, or bring a USB stick and use our club computer. The
digitized images, as well as the audio recording of the lectures, could then be easily
stored on our website. In one of the lectures amgit was made, with the help of
Bob Mather, to synchronize the audio recording with the slide presentation, but,
while successful, the process was simply too {tmesuming. A review of the

usage of the audiotapes also showed that they were almost oeselted. The
decision to discontinue this feature was made in 2014.
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Guy acknowledged the very valuable assistance and advice he had received from
Jay Mendham,sawell aghe hosting service provided by his company:
newpov.com Jay was a former member of our Probus club who had moved to
Toronto. A letter of thanks was written by our President, Iris Brazier, offering
credit tonewpov.conon our website. As welkince Jayvas totally blind and
reliedonaguidedog@ donat i on wasmadiatheGusde Dogaiar

the Blind and he was made &onorary Member of our club.

Our Speakers Progranovered a broad range of topics. These included tales
from Africa: Climbing Mount Kilimanjarg andthe American WestRoadTrip of a
Lifetimeg recounted by our own Sheila Kinylembers were also treated to three
tal ks on CanadalBreQdmadanh Coast Guard dndiAdcticn g :
Sovereignty2: Robert Service and the Yuk@nd3: Aboriginal Treaty

Negotiatiors.

SpruceRiordanexpressed concernthatn e o f  talkg (ise.,OureMontd s s
Aging: Are WeReady), was too commercial in its focus, and advised that we must
remain cautious of speakers who approach us to give talks with that focus.

As asegmenbf our Events members visited the Sortit@entreof the Ottawa
Post Office, and the Canadian Museum of Natdieeatrical presentations
includedCinderellaby the Greely Players, athchanted Apriht the Ottawa
Little Theatre.

Membership Numbersieff Cronin reported that the Club Membership was
159. (Membership List shows l@btal).

The Cornwall Probus club hosted the Spring Fling.
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Sep 2010¢ Aug 2011

On theManagement Teamill Blaiklock replaced Iris Brazier as President.
Iris became Past President, and Sheila King joined the team as our new Vice
President

Bill Blaiklock

After several years of excellent servaesSecretary May Collins wageplacedy
Fanny Afshar.Brian Sawyer and Maureen Johnson rejoined the SpeBkagsam
committee. Geoff Johnson resigned his position with the Newsletter, leaving
Maureen Johnson as sole Editdudy Collins took on the responsibility of
Refreshments order to provide muchppreciated assistance to our secretary.

TheManagement Committgmssed a resolutionthgt e ak er s6 pr esen:
could now be posted on the claebsite. We now had a Budget surplus of $4,300.

A discussion of paying honorariums to speakers was had, but it was resolved that

our current practice of giving a gift was sufficient as we have had no trouble

finding speakers.

Membership Numbersleff Cronin reported that the Club Membership was
159. (Membership List shows 1748tal.)

In our Speakers Prograrhree of our own Probus Members gave interesting
talks: Ahmed Afshar describdus life in Memoirs fromiran, Englandthen
Canada Sheila King spoke offiravelling in the Maritimesand Art Hunter
discussedWindowsSecurityand Privacy
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Eventsactivities involveda visit to theRideau Valley Conservation Authority

’ﬁ >/
By

Left to Right (back row standing): Guy Goodman, Jane Fordham, Jane Estabrooks,
Mike King, Bob Mather, Sue Mather, Ahmed Afshar, Merrill Stalker, Charles

Billington (host of event), Fanny Afshar.
Front row: Sheila King, Ramsey Brown, Christine Goodman.

Other events included a sugary treat at
Orchids at the Purdon Conservation Area.

The Striders and Glidergogram flourished under the excellent guidance of
Brian Sawyer, with canoeing on the Rideau River instimer, and hiking trips
ranging as far as the Gatineau in tak f

KT el .
L. to R: JandestabrookMay Collins, John Palmet, Shirley Laidley,
Brian Sawyer
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As well, there was cross country skiing in the winter, with intrepid leBdan
Sawyer asking: Als this about the right

Drawn by Peter Ide

Theatrical presentatioragtendedas part obur EventsincludedMenopositiveat
the Centrepointéelheatre, andla Bayadereat the National Arts Centre.

MembershigNumbers Jeff Cronin reported that the Club Membership was 159.
(Membership List shows 178tal.)

The Kingston Probus c¢club hosted this ye
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Sep 2011¢ Aug 2012

In theManagement Teansheila King replaced Bill Blaiklock as President.

Bill became Past President, and Bob Mather joined the team as our new Vice
President.

Shella Klng

John Kersley joinethe Speakers Committeehile Brian Sawyer and Maureen
Johnson left.Ben Sorenson took over the Events Program from Merrill Stalker,
assisted by Allan Haan and Lisahrer.

A hi ghl i gh tSpeakerstPidgramag a talk ghven by Probus member
Mike Taylor onTheUseof Nuclear Energyin Canada

John Collins Mike Taylor
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Two other presentations by oBrobus members includedhe Secret Message
A History of Cryptographyy SpruceRiordan andindependence Dafrican
Style by JohnSoar

John Soar

Mike King of Audiovisualreported there was not enough memory on our
computer to store the slidesoftgee a k er s 6 pr esent ati ons.
external hard drive be bought or the material stored on D\{Bsw times have
changed since then!)

Guy Goodman provided statistics on our new website and indicated that it was
becoming a very positive psct of the club.

SocialEventsin this very busyearincluded members attending a Milking
Operation irKemptville (where theattendeesver e very | mpressed
modern operationsas well as fun visit to the Aviation and Space Museum.
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Left to right: Sue Mather, Joyce Sorenson, Ben Sorenson, Guy Goodman, Fran
Meredith, Christine Goodman, Bob Mather, Fanny Afshar, AhAfetar, Lisa
Fuhrer, Merrill Stalker.

The Museum of Civilization and Nature, the Library and Archives Preservation
Centre the IKEA Archivesand the Billings Estate for High Tea, were among the
otherwell-appreciated sites visited.

Left toright: Front TablesBen Sorenson, Merrill Stalker, Joyce Sorenson, Lisa
Fuhrer, Shirley Laidlaw, Sheila Pepper, Andy Bond, Eileen Bond.
Back Table- Guy Goodman, Christine Goodman, Diane Jones, Glyn
Jones, Judy Taylor, Mike Taylor.
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Our firstAnnual Prolis BBOwas initiated and held at the Baxter Conservation
area.

Brian Sawyer reported there was less intemestin the Striders & Gliders
Program and that the members were getting older. A growi0f@ople was
necessary to make itveorthwhile exercise, and often this number was not being
obtained. He hoped that the program could attract some new blood. It was
proposed that he make a personal appeal to the membership.

The Spring Flingvas hosted by the Perth Probus club and 21 of our members
attended.

(N

(

a/ (I

*

John Kersley, Trudy Kersley Eileen Bond

Anticipating future events, tiflanagement Committeealized that our club

was due to host the 2013 Spring Fling, and then directly after, in 2014, wéowere
have our Clubds Twentieth Anniversary C
club wanted to hold two major events in successive years veaslrai he problem

was resolveavhen theOttawa West Probus club was persuaded to switch places

with us and host their Spring Fling in 2018Bhisallowedour club to host both the

2014 Spring Fling and our Twentieth Anniversdignerin one occasion.

TheManagement Committee received a cost estimate from the Orchard View
Convention Centre of $6,400 for 200 guests (the minimum number allowed at this
rate) for the Spring FlingZOthAnniversarydinner. The regular cost for this

package would normally haveén over $11,000, so this represented a huge cost
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saving for our Probugroup. A committee was set up to plan for the event, with
Allan Haan as chairFifty-sevenmembers volunteered to help.

Insurance coverage for Management Committee Directors wasgad with the
Integro Insurance Company for $300/year, but was then reconsidered after advice
was sought from Probus Central. We ended up paying $162.

The Augusimeeting was held in the Manotick Legion Hall since the St James
Angl i can Ch uHaktwas$wmavdilabimk i n s

Membership Numbersieff Cronin reported that the Club Membership was at
157. (Membership List shows 17%0tal.)

Sep 2012¢ Aug 2013

In theManagement TeanBob Mather replaced Sheila King as President and
Sheilabecame Past President.

Bob Mather

TheVicePr esi dent 6s position remained tempo
was recruited.Sheila King took over the Events Program from Ben Sorenson
John Kersley left the Speakers Program committee.
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The busySpeakers Prograimcluded a variety of presentations:

Irene Starorspokeon A. Y. Jackson in Manotick

IreneStaron Sheila King

Ruth Brinston spoke oRood IrradiationIin Canada andRonald Cohen sgkeon
Churchill and BDay.

Ronald Cohen John Palmer June 2013

As well, theatre Directoof the StLawrenceShakespeare Festiydn Farthing,
gave a lively tallon Shakespearen the StLawrence while Alan Donaldson
spoke onThe Dependenaaf Biodiversityon Geodiversity
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CEO, Colin Goodfellowdescribed”rograms at the Kemptville Hospital his talk
Building Healthier Communities

Merrill Stalker Colin Goodfellow

Among thevariousEventsof the yearpur Probus members visited the War

Museum, the ParliameBuildings Centre Block, and the Ottawa Traffic Light
ControlCentre

Theatrical presentations includ@tbneTogetherAgain, as well asHeroes by The
Island in the River Theatre in Osgoodéizard of Oy the Greely Player§iMS
Pinaforeby the Savoy Society, arMaid for a Muskeby the Shakespeare Festival
in Prescott. In addition, some members attended a performance by theddirque
Soleil.

The Augusimeeting was, once again, held in the Manotick Legion Hall since St
James Anglican Chuvumavaflse. Tomki ns Hall wa

The annual club BBQ waegainheld in the Baxter Conservation Park in Kars.

Membership Numbet Jeff Cronin reported that the Club Membership was at
159. (Membership List shows 17%8tal.)

The cSpeclalbGhristmagunchwascelebratedt La Piazz&Restaurant

36



Sep 2013¢ Aug 2014

1

1
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Peter Kolassa

On theManagement TeanPeter Kolassa replaced Bob Mather as President.
Bob became Past PresidamdJohn Collins became our new Vi€gesident.
Klaus Beltzner and Johfersley rejoined the Speakers Program committee.

Thi s y e ar dGpeakessrPyogrammss tiominated by five presentations
from our own Probus member§&uy Goodman gave an excellent presentation on
The Fall of Singaporg-ebruary, 1942

Guy Goodman
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Medical Diagnostic Imagingvas described by lain Stark.

lain Stark Brian Peart

SpruceRiordanspoke orReligious Icons

*  Biotechne

SpruceRiordan
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Ron St. John, gavedhilling warning aboufutureemergingpandemics

Ron St John Bob Mather

Finally, our longstanding Probus member, Rich Wilsgaye a talk entitie,
SeltGovernment for Lawyers8Visdom orPending Disaster?

Rich Wilson Sheila King Sep. 2013

Otherinteresting presentatiomscludedRevisitingTheWar of 1812 Sir John
A Returning to Manotick Between the LineandMedicine;A Glimpseof the
Future
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The highlight ofour social Eventswas theSpring Fling whichthis yeawas
hosted by our club at the Orchard View Conference Centre. As a result of
careful longterm planning and the enthusiasm of our members, this was a
tremendous success.
Be sure te mark your calendax fox
2014 Spring Fling

27 May, 2014 @

2014 Spring Fling [ Tase=
Hosted b the
Praas Clik of
Cttawa-Ridea Valey
27 May, 2014
at the
Oxchard View Confesence Centee

This event is hested by the
at the beautiful Cxchard View Confevence Centre.
Click fic1c fox map and divections.
Price pex ticket is $35.

Satads
Selection of Dessests
Tea and Coffec

For those with detary restriction, vegetarian and ghuten tree meals are avallable, ;
Be sure to advise of special dietary needs when registering Click |« .

Jhe program
Entextainment and othex fun.
Great deox prizes.

Great socialization.

Visit this web page fox peviadic program updates.

Dennis Osmond gavefae-minute photgraphicslide show obur 10"
Anniversary luncheon.

Christine Goodman and Sue Mather at Registration.
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and Maureen Kolassa conducted a spé&g@tien Tonsils Choir

Front Row, Left to Right: Dennis Osmond, Sheila King, Marguerite Rogers, Sue
Mather, Spruc®iordan May Collins, Maureen Kolassa.
Back Row: Stu Rogerd,John Palmemill Blaiklock Maggie Hunter,
Marian Wightman, Eileen Bond.

Spring Fling Attendees

Left to Right: Mike Taylor, May Collins, Judy Taylor, Diane Jones,
Glynn Jones
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SpruceRiordan

Allan Haan
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Left to Right: Allan Haan, Sheila King

OtherActivities this year included theatrical performancedbé Murder Room
andHere on the Flight Pathbothenactedy the Island in the River Theatiss
well asThe TempesindTwo Gentlemen of Verorgy the St Lawrence
Shakespeare Festivallembers also visited@lhe DiefenbunkertheMuseum of
Nature theWar Museumand theManotick Art Association Vernissage

The Annual BBQwasheld at the Long Island Lockkis year The BBQgrill was
provided by Allan Haan.

Our cSeeidd Gheistmas Luncias again held at La PiazRestaurant

Membership Numbersieff Cronin reported that the Club Membership was
159. (Membership List shows 17#6tal.)

In a discussion about Membership, Allan Haan pointed out that we regularly have
an attendance at our meetings of9fpeoplewhile Tomkins Hall can

accommodate maximum of 110. Therefore, it was felt that we should encourage
friends to join, but need not actively recruMonethelesst is from the newer
members (20%) that we are most likely to get volunteers for Management
positions, so we should constantlylbeking for New Blood
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Another conversation was had on tieed for Probus gns to be posted at the
different approachesto Manotick. Although these signs featured, in general,
traditionalserviceclubs, it would be quite appropriaifeour Probus sign also be
included, since our cluprovides, and has done for many years, an important
service to the community in encounag fellowship and a meeting of the minds.

In the Audiovisualsphere, it was decided that the Church had a good projector
and sound system, but that we should have our own laptop computer. The
purchase of a new laptop for $1,200 was approved, and teaplachased for
$900. It was decided to no longer make audio recordings of the meetings.

Sep 2014¢ Aug 2015

On theManagement Teanohn Collins replaced Peter KolassaPresident.
Peter became Past Presite

John Collins

None of our club members volunteered to take on the position of Riesident.
Finally, Bill Blaiklock was recruited, and he generously accepted to join the team
for a secondhreeyear cycle of Vice President, President, and then Past President.
He, therefore, became the first person in the history of our club to serve two terms.
Art Hunter joined the Speakers Program committee.

The deaths of former president, Mike Tyler, and our audiovisual expert, Mike
King, were noted with sadness.
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Left to Right: John Collins, Sheila King, Peter Kolassa, SpRioedan Mike
Taylor, Guy Goodman, Bill Blaiklock;, Maureen Johnson, Fanny Afshar

A highlight of theSpeakers Programas a talk entitleds Canada d_ucky
Country?by the noted columnist Bruce Lee Crawley.

Bruce Lee Crawley  Richard Wilson Feb 2015
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Two of our Probus members also gave presentatiSpsuceRiordanspoke on
How New TechnologiesMill ChangeOur Lives,

andMike Taylor spoke ofNuclear Submarines: Exploits in the Cold War

John Collins Mike Taylor

Guy Thatchegave a seconthlk about his experiences dhe Camino de Santiago
entitled,Mud, Mountains and Mindfulnes# Pilgrimage.

Marguerite Rogers Guy Thatcher
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Bruce Roneyave a presentatian the Ottawa Humarfeociety

Art Hunter Bruce Roney

Fraser Tayr offered a talk entitled, Map, Therefore | amandMathew Larkin
spoke orlhe Sound of (Cathedral) Music

In theManagement Committedeff Cronindiscussedhe issue opersonal
informationprotectionand how important it is for our club membeiihe demise

of Mike King, our longtimeAudiovisualexpert,left a gap in tis department.

Mike Taylorgavea training sessioto those individuals©iow responsible for
maintaining the audiovisual equipment for eawdeting. A box in the St James
church was used to store the equipment, and laminated sheets of instructions were
prepared. Aota was prepared for the primary, or backup, person respefsibl
ensuing appropriate working of the audiovisual equgmbfor each meeting. This
list was made up and supervised by the Vice President. A search for an overall
manager was undertaken Imat success was obtainedfimding a qualified

volunteer

As gifts for our speaker§pruceRiordanhad several coastemsadefeaturing
Wa t s o n.0Teey Werd fdund to be suitable presentsand Sprece i ni t i at i v
was muchappreciated.

As part of oulEvents theatrical performances this year includ&ieel
Magnolias,andNurse Jané&soes to Hawaiby the Island in the River Theatre,
Peter Parby theGreelyPlayersPirates of Penzandey the Savoy Society, as
well asRomeo andulietand theComedy of Errorby the St Lawrence
Shakespeare Festival.
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Membership Numbergeff Cronin reported that the Club Membership was 155.
(Membership List shows 1#étal.

It was noted that our ttawa Rideau Valley Probutub hal a larger membership
than many clubs, in part due to the excellence of its speakers. Smallenvehebs
struggling to attract and maintain members.

The July and Augusheetings could not be held in the St James church and took
placeatthe Legion.Allan Haan kindly offered to operate the equipment.

Allan generously made his home available for Aanual BBQ

Left to Right: Fanny Afshar (back viewBgetty Haworth, Doreen Hill, John
Hill, (from behind} Brian Haworth, (partially hidden) Ahmed Afshar, and John

Palmer

TheChristmas Lunclwas held in the Manotick Legion this year.

49



The Spring Flingwas hosted by the North Grenville Probus Club.

= AN - X :
Left to Right: Fanny Afshar, Ahmed Afshar, Iris Brazier

Sep 2015¢ Aug 2016

In theManagement TeamBill Blaiklock replaced John Collins to become
President for a second tim@ohn Collinsdbecame Past President, and Gary Bennett
joined the team as our new Vi€zesident.
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Executive Committee

Left to Right: Iris Brazier (half hidden)Wilburn Cowen, SprucRiordan Mike
Taylor, Allan Haan, Guy Goodman, Gary Bennett, Bill Blaiklock,
John Collins, Fanny Afshar, Judy Collins

Joy Bennett, John Hill and Michael Stapleton joined the Speakers Program
committee.

After many years of dedicated service, Brian Sawyer wlisheesign as Director

of the Striders and Gliders. This was due, in part, to a current lack of interest in the
program on the part of memberGary BennettEileenBondand Andrew Bond

took steps to reinitiate it.

Similarly, after many years of valoke service, Fanny Afshar resigned from her

position as Secretary, and was replaced by Joy Bennett, who also took on the
responsibility of Refreshments.
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On the occasion of our 20th anniversary, our club was preserited certificate
by Probus Central

Left to right: Wilburn Cowan, Stu Rogers,(Probus CentraRep), John Collins

Thi s Speakers Brogramas filled with excellent talks; we had five
presentations from our own club members!

Ron St John, who had already described the SARS Epidemic and its danger to
our group in 2014now gave another serious alert entitldthe Coming Global
Epidemic: Wht and Wh¢ (We certainly cannot say that we were not

forewarned!)

Gary Bennett Ron St John Feb 2016
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Klaus Beltzner spokaboutThe Road to a Walkable Manotick.

Klaus Beltzner Peter Kolassa Oct 2015

Sheila King gave a multihued presentationGuoiour In Your Life.

5 difference betwes

mount of white, Diakk

it looks at the colour
Colgurs

Sheila King Sept 2015
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Professional photographer Greg Newton analyzed
photographsn Faces andPlacesin Ottawa 1940 tothe Present.

Bob Mather Greg Newton Dec 2015

Stu Rogers described the evidenc&isings in North AmericaChallenging the
Myths.

Stu Rogers Aug 2016
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There were also several excellent talks flaumsiders: James Jordan spoke on
The War Amps and Remembrance

James Jordan Joy Bennett Nov 2015

Rosanne McNamee spoke dearing Freedomwhile Terry Currie discussebhe
Great Fire of 1870 Additionally, retiredRearAdmiral, Bruce Johnsartalked
aboutDefending CanadaFinally, an emotionally moving and picturesque talk
was given by Ed Tamagno @estruction of World Heritage iByria

As part of ourEvents several of our members visited the Ottawa Humane
Society. As well, they enjoyed wery special visit to Rideau Hall.

Joy Bennett rode Ahor seo whil e at
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Richard Pell, Joy Bennett, Judy and John Collins, and Maggie Taggart

Some members even travelled to Montreal to see the fascinating Pompeii Exhibit
at the Museum of Fine Arts.

A particulafy specialtreatwas a tour of the Parl i ament
Chamber. Our host was Greg Peters, Usher of the Black Rod. Joyand G

Bennett had met Peter in a chance encounter at the Ottawa Airport and he agreed to
give us this tour with aniqueperspectivemavailable to regular visitors

Greg Peters Senate Chamber in Session
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Theatrical performances include@n Golden Pon@ndThe Foreignerperformed
by the Island in the River Theatre, as wellabus CaesaandMuch Ado About
Nothingenacted by the St Lawrence Shakespeare Festival.

Our Christmas lunch was again heldhe Legion Hall, and featured our Golden
Tonsils.

[ Y ~¢ ' : i
Left to right: Judy Hain, Judy Collins, Sprukerdan Mike Taylor, John Collins,
Jim Oqilvy, Stu Rogers, John Soar

Maureen Kolassplayed the piano for our Carol singing at @leristmas Lunch

The July, August, and September meetings were held in the Legion as the Church
was unavailable.

A survey was conducted to determine what type of Social Events members were
interested in.The greatest interest wasshort, onehalf to oneday excursions to
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museums, other facilities, or to theatrical evefsere was much less interest
shown in longer excursions involving hotels, paid transportation, cruises, etc.

A decision was made by tidanagement Committee never cancel a meeting
due to inclement weather. This notice was also placed in the newshéatbers
were to make their own decisions as to safety, etc.

The Committeealsodiscussed whetlhesome Archival materials should be turned
over to the City Archives in North Gowe6Gary Bennett suggested that, for the
present, materials could be stored in his hoifld@s would make them available
for consultation in preparing a second booklet orhietry of our club.It was
also suggested that our new website could serve as a type of arcbargs.
Bennett planned to meet with Wilburn Cowan to retrieve the materials.

John Collins reported on amendments to our Club constitution, which he had
worked on with Gary Bennett and Bill BlaiklockKsuy Goodman stated that he
planned to resign as Webmaster and that he had found an excellent replacement in
the person of Paul Anderson.

Membership NumbersJeff Cronin reported paid-up Club Membership of 148.
(Total Membership List shows 163).

Mike Taylor Allan Haan
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Sep 2016¢ Aug 2017

In theManagement Tean®Gary Bennett replaced Bill Blaiklock as President.
Bill became Past President, and Maggie Taggart joined the team as odiceew
President

Gary Bennett

Allan Haan joined the Speakers Program committee, while Barbara Malone and
Maggie Taggart took charge of the Events Program.

Members sadly noted the passing of a istanding colleague, Ramsey Brown,
an enthusiastic and colourful participant since the beginning of ourasidba
World War Il veteran, with a distinguished redaf service as a pilot of the
Catalina Flying Boats in the Far Ea$tor many years, he had organized our
lunch groups following the monthly meetingde enthusiastically promoted
meetings of holders of the Burma Star.

After seven years of excellent service, Guy Goodman resigned as our Webmaster.
As mentioned earlier, Guy was the original creator oMfadbdsite in 2009, and

had been instrumental in developing it over the years. His worthy replacement,
Paul Anderson, with an extensive background in computer technology, would go
on to make our website and electronic Archiveshawere sophisticated.
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Guy Goodman Paul Anderson

The Speakers Progranevered a wide variety of topics, includiltemory
Loss Renewable EnergyheRole of an Executoand an excellent backup talk
onU.S. Confederate Weapo(given on short notice by Mike Taylor).

Acclaimed author Charlotte Gray spokeTme Promise of Canada

Peter Kolassa Charlotte Gray Dec. 2016
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Mona Scliler and Richard Martin gave an exciting presentatioDmaygon
Boat Racing

Mona Schiller John Collins Richard Martin June 2017

I n addition to the regular speakerso pr
number of short vignettes @irds of Spring, Bird Couples, Ducks, Huntington
Park, and Bird Migration.

TheEvents Prograrimcluded a visit to th®iefenbunkerfollowed by Lunchat
The Cheshire Cat restaurant.

Left to right: Marga Abear, Joan Barbier, John Collins
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Ken Pepper, Sheila Pepper, Christine Goodman, Guy Goodman

Other trips included visits to théntage Wings MuseuntheVimy Ridge Exhibit
at theCanadian War Museumand theNational Art Gallery where Pam Thompson
gave an excellent tour of the work of Alex Janvier.

Some members even visited the suganmpkinfernaat Upper Canada Village
with dinner at Willardbs Hotel on
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TheChristmas Lunclwas once again held at the Canadian Legion.

Left to right: Jennie Pell, Patricia Peters, Barbara Malone, Eileen Johnson, Earl
Johnson, Richard Pell

Theatrical presentations this year includég, NarratorandThe Death of Méy
the Island in The River Theatr®arefoot in the Parky the Upper Canada
Playhouse, andntony and Cleopatrhy the St Lawrence Shakespeare Festival.

63



The North Grenville Prous club hosted th&pring Fling

Membership Numberseff Cronin reported that the paigh Club Membership
was 158.(Membership List shows 173 total).

It was becoming a tradition to have thenual BBQat the home of Allan Haan!

Bill Blaiklock Art Hunter Peter Kolassa

Our even more distinguished ladies: Maureen Kolassa, Maggie Hunter
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Sep 2017¢ Aug 2018

In theManagement TeanMaggie Taggart replaced Gary BennetPassident,
Gary became Past President, and Joy Bennett joined the team as our new Vice
President.

Maggie Taggart

Management Group 2042018

Left to right: Joan Barbier, Allan Haan, SpriRerdan Gary Bennett, Joy
Bennett, Maggie TaggamBarbara Malone, Mike Taylo¥;-
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Joan Barbier replaced Joy Bennett to become our new Secretary, but Joy continued
to take responsibility of the coffee servicEhe other refreshments, such as
cookies and juice, were provided each month by a rotating list of volunteers.

Eileen Bond and May Collins took over the Events Program from Maggie Taggart
and Barbara Malone. Judy Collins joined the Speakers Program committee.

After many years of valuable service, Wilburn Cowan resigned as Director of the
Archives and was replaced byafy Bennett. Similarly, after many years of

service, Maureen Johnson resigned as editor of the Newsletter, and Gary Bennett
took on this responsibility as well.

The Management Team decided to permanently move the monthly meetings from
St James church tbhe Canadian Legion. It was already necessary for our group to
change its venue from the Church to the Legion for the summer months, or even
longer, when the Church facilities were used for other purposes or being renovated.
The most significant factor as the audiovisual equipment in the church. It was

not totally satisfactory as, before each meeting, we never knew if something might
go wrong due to tampering with the equipment from other groups. As well, the
equipment in the Legion seemed to be maerfriendly, and Allan Haan

indicated he would usually be there to help out.

In order to pay for the use of the Legion, the committee decided a fee increase of
our membership would be required. The fees had been $30 per couple, and $20 for
singles. Tis was now changed to a $20 fee for all members. It was also decided

to charge an extra $10 fee for those members who received the monthly newsletter
by regular mail rather than electronically by email. This $10 fee still did not cover
the extra costs wolved for mailing, plus the extra time required by the Editor to
produce hard copies.

| n t hiSpeakersaRrd@gsamames Doolittle, Regional Director of Probus
Eastern Canada, updated our club on Probus activities at the National level.
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Peter Kolassa James Dolittle  Aug 2018

Three Probus Club members gave exciting talks:
1. Bob Mather spoke olmages and ldeassing his own photographs,
2. Peter Meinke discussétlimate Changéslands and
3. Dennis Osmond gave a moving Remembrance Day talBlander and
Bravery: The Defere of Hong Kong, 1941

Dennis Osmond, still fitting into his original army uniform which he wore during
National Service in the U.K. following World War Two!

External speakers included: Ambassador Claude Laverdure who spoke on his
Diplomatic Experiences. Dr Andre piarre gave an intriguing talk dfrom

Florida to the Rideau RiveiThe Legacy ofrenchPlaceNames Author Rick
Revelle gave an intriguing talk on the livesNtiveLife in Eastern Canada in the
1300s providing exampleof furs used for trading with the white men.
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Finally, a moving talk orRwanda TheGenocidewvas given by Allan
Thompson.

Allan Thompson  Marguerite Rogers 2017

Social Eventincluded visits to the newly renovated Museum of Science and
Technology, the SunTech Greenhouses, the Ottawa Art Gallery, the Royal
Canadian Mintas well aHigh Teaat the Billings Estate.

Left to right: Eva Lange, Guy Goodmay?, JoyBennett, Christine Goodman,
Maureen Kolassa, Peter Kolassa, Barbara Malone, Gary Bennett
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Left to right: Maggie Taggart, Fran Meredith, Barbara Malone, John Hill,
Doreen Hill, Joy Bennett, Patricia Peters

A funtheatre eventShorthanded ALadi esd e@ame j ng early w
hockey, was presented by The Island in the River Theatre.

Our Annual BBQagain took place at the home of Allan Haan.

Membership Numbersleff Cronin reported that the paigh Club Membership
was 148.(Membership List shows 163 total).

The issue of Privacy was discussed at the Management meeting, and whether
photographs of members be included on the website, and/or be identified, with or
without the me ihivas mdved topdsauss thepisfurthar. .

Paul Anderson reported that he had rebuilt our Probus wefigiescontents of the

old siteweregiven to Gary Bennett for storaga a separate USB stigk the
archives.
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Eileen andAndy Bond tookcharge of the Striders and Glidétsog

ram.

.......

Left to right: Andy Bond, May CollingChristine GoodmarEileen Bond, Sue
Mather, Maureen Kolassa, Peter Kolassa, Bob Mather, Joan Bowler

Sep 2018¢ Aug 2019

In theManagement teandoyBennett replaced Maggie Taggart as President.
Maggie became Past President and Andy Bond joined the team as our new Vice
President.

Joy Bennett
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Left to right: Paul Anderson, Mike Taylor, Sprue@rdan Andy Bond, Alan
Haan, Maggie Taggart, Joy Bennett, Joan BarbigWilburn Cowan, Gary
Bennett

Charles Fournier, Jane Estabrooks, and Richard Pell joined the Speakers
committee.

In theSpeakers Prograifive Probus members gapeesentations:

1. lain Stark orMedical Imaging Present, Recenand Future Advances.

2. John Palmer on thdistory of Jazz
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3. Guy Goodman oambridge Rowing

Guy Goodman Bob Mather  Aug 2019

4. Gary Bennett on thElistory of theCanadianFur Trade,

Gary Bennett as a Voyageur Feb 2019
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and, finally, 5, John Collinson the Rural Ottawa South Support Services (ROSSS)
outlining the importance of getting to know them before theynaebd

External speakers included: Natasha Harward Sioned Watkingho described
theMusic Alive program of the National Arts Centire ConnectingWith
Communities.

Natasha Harwood, John Collins, Sioned Watkins

Dr Susan Dowler addressed the topid tfatingPost TraumaticStress Disorder

|
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Maureen Kolassa Susan Dowler Dec 2018
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Finally, Gorcbn Kuband& and David Pollack gave a spirited presentation on the
dangers oClimateRisks

In a very busy year afur Social Eventsvisits were made to:

Bridgehead Coffee Roastery,

Left to right: Gary Bennett, Andy Bond, Eva Lange, Eileen Bakianne
Wightman, Joy Bennett, Fran Meredith, Our Host

The Ottawa Traffic Operations Centre

2o

Left to right: Fran Meredith, Marguerite Rogers (in back), Geraldine Reid, Jane
Estabrooks, Stu Rogers
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As well, visits were madedo Lee Valley Tools, the Backstage of the National
Arts Center, the Tomlinson Waste Recovery Centre, and the Jabulani
Vineyard. Members also attended tAathropocene Exhibdt the National
Gallery, with its stunning portraits of how humans are chanjiedace of our
planet.

The Appetizers and Drinkevenings introduced this year, established a new

and much appreciatdtl/ent. These gatherings, in which guests brouglisia
plus their own drinks, with the host providing the venue and an appetizer,
permitted us to holdocial cocktail gt-togethersalong with great shared food.
The first event was initiated at the home of Doreen and John Hill. Its success
led to repeat occurrences in the following months at the homes of Judy and
Klaus Beltzner, Eileen and Andy Bond, Helena and John Flack, Sue and
Charles Fournier, and of Francoise Pilon and her partner lain Stark.

Left to right: Joy Bennett, Francoise Pilon, Judy Collins
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Left to right: Christine Goodman, Sue Mather, ?, Helena Flack

Theatrical performances includ@daiting for the Parad@erformed at the Island
in the River Theatre andygmalionheld at the Perth Classic Theatre.

TheManagement Committded an intensive discussion on the audiovisual
situation. In both the Church, and later the Legion, there were some continuing
problems, primarily with the equipment and with the personnel running the
equipment. Speakers were encouraged to bring treseptations on a USB stick,

or they could also bring their own computers. Occasionally, problems arose when
the presentation contained videos, or when the presenter would use Apple
equipment while our club equipment was an android PC.

The monthly rotatioal list designated a prime technical person, responsible for
coming to the meeting early and ensuring that all the equipment was running
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properly, while also providing a second designated individual as aupackhe

Vice President was responsible forkimey up the rotational list and overseeing the
technical people at each meeting. In terms of audiovisual expertise, these
individuals were amateurs, and lacked in proficient technical knowledge.

We usually asked the presenters to come to our faciliggwance, to check

whether their materials worked with our equipment. If this was not possible, we
asked to have the presentation sent to us. Even then, there was no guarantee that
the system would work on the meeting date, especially if someone elssdtad

the equipment in betweemn the long run, it was felt that the club needed

aqualified Technical Advisor who would maintain the audiovisual inventory,

while supervising the technical people on the roster. However, in spite of many
appeals to the embership, no volunteer has been found for this position.

The Management Committee also discussed the possibility of members using
PayPalrather than cheques or cash, in paying membership fees to the Club. Paul
Anderson was asked to investigate thetendtirther.

Membership NumbersJeff Cronin reported that the paig Club Membership
was at 140.(Membership List shows a total of 156.)

Once again, thAnnual BBQwas enjoyed at the home of Allan Haan.

Eva Lange LouisePhelan& Maggie Taggart
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lain Stark, Francoise Pilon, Marga Abear

As a change of venue this year Qlaristmas Lunchvas held at the Cedarview
Golf Course.

Left to right: Joan Bowler, Lynn Koroniak, Maurice Koroniak, DMBassing,
Norma Grant
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Sep 2019¢ Dec 2020

In theManagement Teamndy Bond replaced Joy BennagPresident, and
Joy became Past President.

Andy Bond

Appeals were made at our Probus Club meetings, and thtbedtewsletterdor
amemberto accept the position of Vice Presideht.the absence of any

volunteer Gary Bennett was finally persuaded to join the team for a second three
year cycle of VicePresident, President and Past President.

After many years of excellent service, Jeff Cronin resigned as Director of the
Membership portfolio He was replaced by ¢tteamof Maggie Taggarfwho was

also Treasurer)ral Joy Bennetfwho was also G-editor of the Newsletter along

with Gary Bennett).

Joy statedhe Club Membership was 821 (Membership list showed 146tal.)

Eileen Bondcontinuedthe management of the Striders and Gliders Program.
Helena Flack assisted Joan Barbier inSeeretarial positionHelena also offered
to send out cards of condolences, a task previously done by Kathy Pitcher.

Andy Bond addressed the issue of how often people could visit our meetings as
nonmembers. The consensus leaned towards having a welcoming attitude and
encougaging visitors to join our club. This was reflected by a change in our
Bylaws.

Paul Anderson highlighted that we could manage payment of membership fees by
cheque, PayPal:teansfer, or even cash if absolutely necessary. During the
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Pandemic, since iperson meetings were cancelled (see below), cheques would
need to be mailed, or taken to the home of Maggie Taggart. In terms of
bookkeeping and recording, cheques were the preferred method of payment.

The club year of 2022020was, indeed enemorableyear due to the Covid
Pandemic.Regularin-personmeetings wee held for thdirst six months (Sep.
2019 to Mar. 2020) But then, in the Spring of 2020, the COVII® virus struck
the world, and along with it our Probus Club meetings.

During the first six months, tnBpeakers Prografaatured regular presentations
such ascare ofdisadvantage@opulationsn his talk, entitlednner City Health,
by Jeff Turnbull.

Jeff Turnbull John Collins

Other talks includedThe Hunger Proje¢gCa nada ds Rthe@tawan Spac
Film and TV Industryand TheNew Sound Stagess well asTherapy Pet Visitation
by Nancy Trus and helog Gambit.

Gambit Nancy Trus Geraldine Reid
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Our Remembrance Day talk in November featured Colonel Larry Zaporzan who
gave an exciting presentation lvag, Lebanon and Syridmpressions of a
Former Canadian Defeno&ttaché

Col. Zaporzan John Hill

In celebration of this Remembrance Day meeting, a photograph was taken of six of
our club members who had served in the Armed Forces, with all theirrylilita
decorations.

Left to right: Charles Fournier, ?, Wilburn Cowan, Jane Estabrooks, Allan Haan,
Dennis Osmond
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In April, 2020, due to the progression of the COVID pandemic, normal
meetings at the Legion were suspended indefinitely, along with all wHperson
activities of the club.

To help ease the restrictions impostee Newsletters were increased in both
frequency and size. In addition to providing information about upcoming meetings
and events, they included entertaining information, stories, humour, quizzes, etc.
The feedback regarding these newsletters wasiymsaind gratifying, indicating

that they were playing an important role in helping to keep mentéres fold

In May, we were able to continue our monthly meetings using ZOOM. Thanks to
the technical efforts of Paul Anderson, with #ssistance of Charles Fournier, our
club members could attend these meetings from the security of their own homes.

An attempt was made to structure the ZOOM meetings as closely as possible to our
conventional, ifperson, sessions. Introductory remarkshgyPresident were

followed by the National Anthem. In the absence ofGaiden Tonsilsvideo

recordings of various choirs were used. The Anthem was then followed by the
Speakerds Presentation, questiovimwa fr om
gift presentatiorgfollowed by a mailing of the gift) The President then invited

reports from committees, other business, and finally, adjournment.

In the first ZOOM meeting in May, 2020, the Speaker was Tim Burrevww® was
also very helpful withhis technical expertise. Appropriately, the topic was right
out of the future:Should Your Next Car be Electpic

Tim Burrows

In its new format, the session went extremely well. The ZOOM technology
enabled members to both submit questions electronically during the course of the
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talk, to be answered after its termination, or ask questions at the end of the
presentation. This cabination of methods worked very well and demonstrated
the potential for future talks.

The next ZOOM meeting in June, members were treated to a very entertaining talk,
given by club member Spruédordan entitledWhere Have | Heard that Music?

The talk featured ecclesiastical musical themes, which were reutilized in popular
music, along with a humorous vignette from the British TV sefiks,Vicar of

Dibley.

SpruceRiordan

In July, the ZOOM talk featured Miriam MacNeil speaking ondhbject of
Planning for Parliament Hill. Although the talk was well prepared, there were
some audiovisual difficulties with the volume and clarity of sound.

The following ZOOM presentation, given in August, was by club member Gary
Bennett onTheBuilding of a Medieval CathedralThis talk was well received,
and had no technical difficulties.

Gary Bennett

Presentations in the remainder of 2020 included talks oBe¢behwood
Cemetery-A Walk ThroughHistory, the City of OttawaWaste Diversion
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ProgrammeandThe Story of HMS Speed# delightful final presentation was
given by Spruc&iordanentitledA 25 Year Historial Recap of Th&robus Club
of OttawaRideau Valleyand evoked many happyemories.

To encourage social interactiohour members, an experiment was carried out
after one of these ZOOMheetings The session was left running for a@ihute
period at the end of the meeting, during which members could simply chat with
one another through assigned CRabms Feedback from the members indicated
this segment was moderately successful. This sseobe explored further.

On the wholeZOOM meetingattendancevas very good, witlas many ag0

people participating. However, Joy Bennett noted that 16 of our current members
did not attend. She emailed them, and received 6 replies. Some folks had
difficulties with ZOOM, their signal strength, or with contpts in general.

The management committee also discussed the issue@lulhhérchives We
currently hae, in thePast Activitiesection of our Websitenanypictures of
individuals at various events. Other photographs which appearedTierivear
Booklet arealso present on our website. As well, wedwa great variety of digg
photos of past events on our own computers. Future planseraddithg many of
these photos intdhe Past Activitiesection of our websiteThe issue of
identification of individuals was discussed. It was noted the archives contained a
great many photographs where individuals were not identified, and it was
acknowledged that, with the passage of time, these photos would become much
less inteestingbeingnameless It was decided that, with the help of lestanding
club members, attempts would be made at identification.

The right to privacy was a large concern. Sisame peoplenight not wish to be
identified, or even to be included in photographs, it was decided to seek the

memberé p e r noiampsaroobridentified in photographsisedin the Club
Websiteand in NewslettersThe ¢l ubds membership appli
therefore modified, requestimgembers to state their preferesc#aggie Tagge

reported that very few objections to photo identificatiod Ibeen received.

On theSocial Scenepur activities in this Sep 2048ug 2020 year were
dramatically affected by the COVID pandemic, which ultimately caused the
suspension of alh-person club activitieBr some time
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Thankfully, the most important event of the year, 28t Anniversary Luncheon
occurred on December 4, 2019, at the Cedarhill Golf and Country Club, some
months before the virus struck in full force. The lunche@s a great success.

The event was organized by thé"2Zsnniversary Committee, consisting of Charles
Fournier (Chair), Andy Bond, Eileen Bond, Joy Bennett, Gary Bennett, Dennis
Osmond and Maggie Taggart. i$lkelebraion highlightedthe founding of the
OttawaRideau Valley Probus Club by Russ Hammond and his kviée
Hammondtheearliersponsorship of the Rotary Club of West Ottawa, thied
inaugural meeting of the cluield in the Manotick Library on Januaty 1995.

On the evening before the luncheon, members of tHeRGiversary Committee
and other volunteers enjoyed a special dinner at the home of Joy and Gary Bennett.

Left to right: Doreen Hill, John Hill, Barbara MalonkaimieDoolittle, Anne
Osmond, Helena Flack, Andy Bond, Eileen Bond, Gary BenNetjgie Taggart,
Sue Fournier, Murray Light, Charles Fournier, Joy Bennett, Dennis Osmond.

The 25" Anniversary Luncheoitself, was attended by sevesftye club members,
including 12 paspresidents, along with two Charter members Eva Hammond and
JohnKersley. Otheespecially invited guests included the \dPeesident of

Probus Canada and Director of Ontario District #1, Jamie Doolittle, the City
Councillor for RideauGoulbourn, Scott Moffatt, the President of the Rotary Club
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of West OttawaPardeep Ahluwalia, antie President of the Ottawa West Probus
Club,Marg Demers.

Guests and members were warmly greeted by Eileen Bond and Helena Flack

During the social hour, prior to the luncheon, members and guests were entertained

by the Dixieland music of the Swamp Water Jazz Bandluding Probus member

John Palmer and his fellow musician Bert Waslander. Members and guests also

had a chance to view Gary Bennettds di s
the present,alongi t h a memorabilia table of our
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The luncheon consisted of an excellent buffet menu, much chatter, lauming
reminiscing. Additional entertainment was later provided by Doreen Hill, as
guizmaster, with a challenging but fun Christmas Quiz.

Doreen Hill handing out prizes

After the luncheon, Eva Hammond spoke briefly about the founding of the club
and toasted the club with: ATo Probus F

‘£ "‘.. /'3 o S 2 B

N

Left toright: Brian Haworth, Scott Moffacity of OttawaCouncillor),
Gary Bennett, Bill Blaiklock, Betty Haworth
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Eva Hammond also caur 25" Anniversary cake.

Jamie Doolittle then presented they&ar Probus Canada Certificate to our club
President, Andy Bond.

Andy Bond Jamie Dolittle

Subsequently, Scott Moffatt presented t
Certificate on behalf of Premier Doug Ford. Speeches by Pardeep Ahluwalia and
John Kersley followed.

The Luncheon festivities concluded with Andy Bond speaking about the important
social role that Probus plays in the commubpyencouraging retired individuals

88



to stay engaged, active, and socially connected. Andy then presented several
Probus 25yearpins to Eva Hammond, John Kersley and Wilburn Cowan.
Another longstanding charter member, Stu Rogers, who was unable to attend,
would be presented his pin at a later Probus meeting.

Left to right: Doreen and John Hillohn Kersley, WilburiCowan, Mike Taylor,
John and Judy Collins

Finally, the Chair of the 25Anniversary Committee, Charles Fournier, gave a
short recap of the cldb creation, congratulated the Charter Membaertheir
forethought, recognized the past presidents far khadership, and thanked the
members of the committee for all their time, energy, and effort. He also
announced that the festivities would continue throughout the coming year with
special events planned for each season, and the commemoration would then
culminate with an online chronicle of the last 15 years of the club.

In all, the luncheon was considered to be a superb event. As Joy Bennet said,

paraphrasing the 1956 MusicHligh Society A What a swell egant,
was! o0
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Left to right: Eileen Johnson, Earl Johnson, Murray Light, Maggie Taggart,
Joan Barbier, Jacques Barbier, Louise Smith, Richard Pell
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Lefttoright: EvaL a n g e, Bar bara Mal one, Kathl een
Marianne Wightman, Julie Leslie

Left to right: Judy Hbn, Jane Estabrooks, Jamie Dolittle
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